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Saluting another year. 



On the one-year anniversary of our relationship with USAA, 
The American Legion looks ahead to a long legacy of benefits 
to our members and their families. 
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A Year in the Books 

By June Walbert, CFP™ & J. J. Montanaro, CFP™ 




Our work as CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS™ at USAA is focused on 
helping you make informed financial decisions. That's the goal behind 
our monthly column in the Rapid Fire section of The American Legion 
Magazine and our "Ask the Financial Expert" feature on legion.org. 



If you haven't checked out our column in the magazine yet, pull those 
old copies out from under the coffee table and take a look. In the 
meantime, we thought we'd share some common questions we've 
seen over the last year. The most frequent we saw at "Ask the Financial 
Expert" were on debt relief, Social Security benefits and retirement. 

Question: Is there is any type of assistance to help with debt relief or 
filing for bankruptcy? We signed up with what was supposed to be a 
"debt consolidation" company, but instead of paying the money to our 
creditors they pocketed it. 

Answer: When it's time for you to get some help, get the right kind 
of help. We suggest finding a counselor affiliated with the National 
Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC). Visit nfcc.org to find a local 
counselor who can help steer you in the right direction. The counselor 
is likely to help you look for opportunities to create additional income, 
build a budget that works and maybe set up a debt management plan. 
Depending on how much you owe, they may be able to secure lower 
interest rates (or get the interest waived!) and they will come up with a 
payment plan for you. One hundred percent of your payment money 
will go to creditors if you work through an NFCC counselor. 

Question: I have put off drawing Social Security in order to raise my 
monthly amount. How does Social Security affect my retirement check? 

Answer: The good news is that receiving Social Security will not 
impact your military retirement. More good news is that putting off 
taking Social Security to drive up the monthly benefit is generally a 
good idea. Applying for Social Security, tapping various investment 
accounts and minimizing taxes are all part of the art of creating an 
efficient, effective and lasting income stream. Once you turn on Social 
Security, you need to be aware that your benefits could be taxed. 
If you're filing jointly and half of your total income (Social Security, 
military retirement, IRA distributions, etc.) exceeds $32,000, then a 
portion of your Social Security will be included as taxable income. So 
do the math and work with someone who can maximize your income 
while minimizing your taxes. 



Legionnaires 
on USAA 

"I appreciate the 
service I get from 
[USAA]. They are always 
friendly and helpful. 
They have answered 
every question I have 
ever had. Whenever 
the subject comes up 
with friends, I always 
recommend USAA/' 

- Michael Provost 



"With USAA I've never 
had any problems. 

USAA takes care of their 
people. You call, you get 
an answer/' 

-James Ash 



"I was so glad when I 
joined USAA. They have 
followed us throughout 
our PCS moving. I've 
never been turned 
down or ignored in 
all these years. When 
IVe asked for help, IVe 
always gotten it." 

- Dennis Sperry (USAA 
member since 1949) 



Tve been happy with 
USAA and recommend 
it to everyone I know. 
They understand you 
and are always there to 
help. I stay with USAA 
because of the service 
and value/ 7 

-Gregory Sorenson 
(USAA member 
since 1990) 
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America's Next 
Big Industry 




MEXICO: FAILED STATE? 

USAID'S DR. RAJIV SHAH 




Crisis 





A 100th Anniversary Officially Licensed Colt® Government Model® Pistol Issued Exclusively by America Remembers® 





Right side commemorates the featured U.S. military service branch (U.S. 
Army Tribute shown), with elegant, flowing banners and clusters of stars 
decorated in richly-plated 24-karat gold. Each pistol in the edition will 
showcase the name of the service branch honored, its motto and the date it 
was founded. (Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Patriotic also available.) 



"The nation which forgets its defenders will be 
itself forgotten " ~ Calvin Coolidge 

During the last century of military warfare, America's Armed Forces have triumphed 
over incredible odds in conflicts across the globe. During this time, one firearm comes to 
mind that best embodies the spirit of all those who served in the 20th century. It's the classic 
Colt M1911A1 .45 pistol. No firearm in history can boast a more impressive record of 
American military service than the Colt Model 1911. The .45 caliber pistol served as the 
official sidearm for our country's Armed Forces from 1911 to 1985, longer than any other 
small military arm in the world. 

Now, on the 100th Anniversary of the Colt Model 1911 pistol, Colt and America 
Remembers are proud to issue Official Colt Collectibles honoring the U.S. Army, U.S. Marine 
Corps, U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force - each separate edition is issued in a strictly limited 
edition of 500 pistols per service branch. In addition, there is a 100th Anniversary edition of 
500 Patriotic Colt .45 Pistols, featuring an American Eagle and the phrase "Land of the Free, 
Home of the Brave." Craftsmen specifically commissioned by America Remembers decorate 
each Tribute in stunning 24-karat gold artwork over a blue steel canvas. In every phase of its 
conception, design and execution, and in every detail of its finish, we have held fast to the 
goal of creating a powerful, museum-quality tribute to history's greatest military sidearm. 



Model: Colt® Government Model® Pistol • Caliber: .45 ACP • Edition Limit: 500 per Service Branch 



DISPLAY 

EASE 

AVAILABLE 

An optional 
luxuriously lined, 
custom-built, 
wooden display 
case is available 
for purchase. 

©AHL, Inc. 



ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINE CORPS AVAILABLE NOW 

For the veterans of America's Armed Forces who carried a Colt .45 pistol, the classic 
military sidearm has special significance. It was a constant companion that offered superior 
stopping power against all enemies. To put it simply, the Colt .45 pistol was a lifesaver. The 
Colt was utterly reliable, virtually indestructible and awesome in its stopping power. In the 
hands of courageous American warriors, it would become a military and firearms legend. For 
decades, wherever Americans fought for freedom, the Colt .45 was there. Those who pulled 
the trigger will never forget, and neither should we. 

RESERVE NOW 

Reservations will be accepted in the order they are received. You can mail us your order, 
or to prioritize your order and confirm availability, call us toll-free at 1-800-682-2291. We will 
arrange delivery through the licensed firearms dealer of your choice. And, as always, if you 
are not completely satisfied, you may return your Tribute to us in original, unfired condition 
within 30 days for a complete and courteous refund. 

The Colt name is legendary for firearm enthusiasts, as well as for military veterans and 
their families. This exclusive Tribute stands as a monumental salute to all who served our 
country and carried the iconic pistol in defense of freedom. As a nation we must never forget 
the courage and sacrifice of those who served and continue to serve today. Secure your Colt® 
Centennial Anniversary Military Tribute Pistol today and keep it forever as the ultimate symbol 
of fine firearms craftsmanship, American military history and service in defense of freedom. 



Please enter my reservation for the "Colt® Centennial Anniversary Tribute Pistol," selected 
below. Each is a working Colt .45 pistol, at the introductory issue price of $1,995.* My deposit of 
$195 per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or 
carrying charges. Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty-day return privilege. 

„ . *All orders are subject to acceptance an, 

Service Branch Honored: Virginia residents p i ease add 5% sdes taL 

□ U.S. Army □ U.S. Air Force □ U.S. Marine Corps □ U.S. Navy □ Patriotic 

□ Check enclosed for $ . 

□ Charge payment of $ 



City/State/Zip_ 



.to: DVISA □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Discover 



Daytime Telephone No. (_ 



No._ 



_ Exp. _ 



Display Case 

□ I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking glass lid. 
My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. 



America Remembers® 



10226 Timber Ridge Drive, Ashland, Virginia 23005 
www.americaremembers.com 
To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291 
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"I'm a bit sad that my fiance 
and I didn't know about Stauer before 
we got engaged. This ring is so much more 
clear and soarklv than mv real diamond!" 





URGENT: Diamond Ring Recall 

Experts warn that millions of rings may be "romantically defective" when compared to the 
spectacular 4-Carat Di&mondAura® Avalon 



She loves natural diamonds. She loves you even more. But 
when even the skimpiest solitaires sell for as much as 
$1,200, it's time to reconsider your relationship... 
with diamonds. Have you recently overpaid only to be 
underwhelmed? Send it back. You can do bolder. You 
can do brighter. You can own the Stauer 4-Carat 
DiamonaMz/ra 8 Avalon Ring for under $100. 

When "cute" is a four-letter word. If you want to make a 
romantic impression, go big. Cute doesn't cut it. Your love 
deserves to be wowed. If you're a billionaire with money 
to burn, turn the page. Everyone else? What you read next 
just might change your love life. There's only one way to 
find out... 




EXCLUSIVE 
BONUS OFFER! 

Order today to get 
these 1 -Carat 
Diamond Aura® 
sterling silver studs 
PLUS 
$300 in Stauer 
Gift Coupons!* 



We rewrote the rules of romance. Only Stauer's exclusive lab-created 
DiamonaMz/ra; gives you the luxury look of large-carat diamonds for a 
fraction of the price. The ingenious DiamonaMz/ra; process involves the 
the use of rare minerals heated to incredibly high temperatures of nearly 
5000 °R After cutting and polishing, scientists create a faultless marvel 
that's optically brighter and clearer with even more color and fire than a 
"D" flawless diamond. 

Our exclusive DiamonaMz/ra jewelry features all of the classic 
specifications, including color, clarity, cut and carat weight and is hard 
enough to cut glass. You get the look of natural stones, without the 
outrageous cost. 

Experience the luxury of money in the bank. We "built" our own mined 
diamond version of this ring online at a popular jewelry site and the grand 
total was $77,7671 Today you can wear this 3 3 A carat lab-created 
DiamonoMzzra; solitaire, accented with 32 gleaming DiamoncL4zzra: 
rounds in fine .925 sterling silver for only $99! That's good, but you 



deserve better. Order now and we'll include the matching 1 -Carat 
DiamonaMzzra; Avalon Earrings and $300 in Stauer Gift Coupons... 
absolutely FREE. That's right, 5 total carats of DiamonaMzzra; in 
sterling silver for under $100. Plus, one dozen $25 coupons that 
you can use at Stauer every month for a full year. Talk about money 
in the bank! 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If for any reason you don't 
absolutely adore your DiamonoMzzra; Avalon Ring, return it within 
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price. But we promise 
that once you get a look at the Avalon up close, you'll see love in a 
whole new light. 

DiamondAura® Avalon Ring (4 ctw)^$295" $99+ s&p 

Specify ring whole size 5- 1 0 when ordering. 

Receive FREE earrings with purchase of the Avalon 

DiamoncMura® Ring * PLUS receive $300 in Stauer Gift 

Coupons per order FREE — $25 to use every month for 12 months, 

with NO MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED. 

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. 



Promotional Code AVR207-03 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+ 



For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 



1-800-721-0357 

Suucr 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. AVR207-03 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 
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Industrial Revolution 3.0 

Artificial intelligence is poised to 
transform the nation's employment 
picture and economy. By Patrick Tucker 




OPENING BELL 

On Veterans Day, American Legion 
National Commander Fang Wong presided 
over NASDAQ's opening bell, along with 
country singer Josh Gracin and Navy 
veteran David Works, a senior vice 
president at Sears Holdings. Other Legion 
representatives were, from left, New York 
Department Adjutant Dick Pedro, Past 
National Commanders Ron Conley and 
Jake Comer, and National Public Relations 
Commission Chai rman Bob Morrill, nasdaqomx 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.5 miljion members. 

These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American-values; strong national security; 

adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 



NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 



YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT. 

TURN TO FELLOW 
VETERANS. 





As former Marines and Sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, 
we'll fight this disease with you today. 
Attorneys at Coady Law firm have successfully 
represented veterans in Mesothelioma claims 
nationwide for two decades. We've helped 
them understand their rights — and secured 
millions for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience of shipmates who 
served with you. Contact the Coady Law Firm. 
Receive a FREE, no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 



Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 

Attorney at Law 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) [ CDADY » 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. I » 



205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • Web: www.coadylaw.com LAW FIRM 



Yours 
Free! j 

Elvis Presley® 
30th Anniversary 
Half-Dollar Tribute 



Act now to get this desirable 
colorized Elvis Presley® 30th 
Anniversary Half-Dollar Tribute. 

This uncirculated U.S. half-dollar 
is colorized using a revolutionary 
technique. Elvis' color portrait is 
preserved forever. 

Send today and you'll also receive 
special collector's information and 
other interesting coins on approval. 
Limit one coin. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed. 




Just $2.95 shipping and guaranteed 
delivery for this Elvis collectible! 

Elvis Colorized Quarter 

fflf Yes! Send my Elvis colorized U.S. State 
Quarter. Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and 
handling. Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit one coin. 
Quick order at www.MysticAd.com 

Name 



Address 

City/State/ Zip _ 



□ Check or money order 
Charge my: QVisa □ MasterCard 
Exp. Date _ 



Send coupon to: Mystic Stamp Company 
Dept. XV110, 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 
I I 



Credit Card Debt? 

Solutions that can help you get out of debt. 

Tom Hill 

CGA STAFF WRITER 

Every three minutes another person falls behind 
on credit card debt. It's no wonder, since every 
major credit card company has nearly doubled the 
minimum monthly payment on consumers' bills. 
Federal Regulators forced the change because of 
their concern about the growing mountain of 
consumer debt, which stands at $2.17 trillion. 
Many consumers can only pay the minimum 
payment, which can take up to 30 years to pay off. 
Now, relief is in sight for millions of Americans. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



U.S. CREDIT CARD DEBT PER HOUSEHOLD ($) 




(Data Source: U.S. Federal Reserve) 



CreditGUARD of America, a non-profit licensed 
debt management service provider, is making a new program available to lower debt payments 
and become free of all credit card debt in only three to five years. Consumers need only $2,000 
or more in total credit card debt and at least 30 days behind on any account, to cut their payment 
by 35% to 50%, and reduce or eliminate interest charges altogether. 

Over 200,000 families, located throughout the U.S. have regained financial independence with 
CreditGUARD' s licensed, bonded and insured service. CreditGUARD of America has received 
high marks in consumer surveys showing high consumer satisfaction and confidence. The 
CreditGUARD debt management program can lower your monthly payments by hundreds and 
save you thousands! 

One such case is Sandra L. who proclaimed "CreditGUARD cut my monthly payment by $656 
and saved me over $29,206.53 in interest. They saved my way of life and gave me back my 
piece of mind! Now I can see myself on my way to becoming debt free." or Jeffrey C. who 
said "CreditGUARD of America helped me consolidate 3 of my credit cards into one afford- 
able payment. They are now saving me nearly $200 a month. Now I will be debt free in 2 
years or less" 

Certified Credit Counselors at CreditGUARD of America provide Debt Relief Consultations at 
no charge, when you call 1-800-473-3047. Calculate your interest rate savings instantly online when 
you visit their website at: www.creditguard.org/al 
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'Bound By a Tie Others Know Not' 

All I can say about the article by Barbara 
Gannon is, "Wow" (November). I am a 
student of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and I learned from this article. Reading 
stories about the black soldiers and sailors 
and their welcome into the organization 
was a learning moment. 

I live in a small town, and after some 
research I found the local GAR hall. It is in 
a storefront, on the second floor. The 
stage and backdrop - a hand-painted 
GAR insignia - are still there. What great 
men they had to be, and they pretty 
well took charge of the public schools 
with regard to which history textbooks 
would be used. 

Please, more articles about our veteran forefathers. 




- Paul Honnold, Kansas, III. 



My wife and I read this article 
with great interest. We live near 
Boscobel, Wis., home to the hall 
of John McDermott Post 101 of 
the GAR. This hall is the last 
remaining one in Wisconsin 
that can boast uninterrupted 
service, and it's quite possibly 
the last one in the nation. The 
old guard met its final demise 
in the mid-1900s, but the hall 
continues to be a meeting place 
for Woman's Relief Corps Post 
32, which has faithfully met 
there since the building was 
acquired in 1896. 

The hall was placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2008 and serves as a 
repository of numerous arti- 
facts, including its most cher- 
ished: a Union flag carried into 
battle at Gettysburg. 

- Ken Leifheii Soldiers Grove, Wis. 

Although most of us probably 
know it, Barbara Gannon never 
explicitly states that Confeder- 
ate veterans could not join the 
GAR. She says it was started by 
Union veterans for Civil War 
veterans, but some might think 
that Confederate veterans also 
"served honorably during the 
war." Gannon also says the GAR 
was exclusive to Civil War 



veterans - she should have said 
"Union Civil War veterans." 
Many Legionnaires, loyal 
Americans all, are descendants 
of Confederate veterans, and 
would appreciate the distinction 
between the GAR and the 
Legion. Some of us might also 
refer to the war as "the War 
Between the States." As we 
know, the victors write the 
history books. 

- Russell Denison, Sun City, Ariz. 

I am an Army veteran of the 
Vietnam era. The GAR was a 
good organization for Civil 
War veterans, but so was the 
United Confederate Veterans 
(UCV). My great-great-grandfa- 
ther was a colonel in the 
greatest army of all time, the 
Confederate Army. He was 
killed by a Yankee during the 
fighting at the Second Manassas 
on Aug. 30, 1862. 

I am a proud compatriot of 
the Sons of Confederate Veter- 
ans, and take pride in what the 
South tried to accomplish: 
getting our independence from 
the Union and our states' rights 
under the 10th Amendment to 
the Constitution, which Mr. 
Lincoln ignored. 

- Madison A. Ballagh Jr., Irmo, S.C. 
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Selective deportation 

I agree with Rep. Candice 
Miller on illegal immigration 
(Big Issues, November). Any- 
thing that serves as a beacon for 
illegals should not be allowed. It 
is not a question of not caring, 
but rather of following the law. 
Imagine: the first thing 
lawbreakers are taught as they 
enter our country is to break the 
law. I am a citizen of this 
country. Am I allowed to pick 
the laws I do not want to follow? 

Rep. Luis Gutierrez says 
immigration cases are the No. 1 
federal offense prosecuted. 
I would ask what he is doing to 
restrict the flow of illegals into 
our country. It seems this would 
reduce the legal battles he says 
are so massive. 

Using the serviceman as a 
point of support for his argument 
is a good strategy for Gutierrez, 
but it does not change the fact 
that the law was broken. 

-Jim Hurley, Forest Grove, Ore. 

Two things about Rep. Luis 
Gutierrez's position trouble me. 
First, like many Americans, his 
view is from a Latino perspec- 
tive. We have become a nation of 
hyphenated ethnic groups vs. 
e pluribus unum. Ethnicity is 
supposed to be irrelevant since 
we are all Americans, not some 
subgroup that wants special 
recognition because of race. 

Second, this is a country of 
law, not special interests or 
political influence. The congress- 
man took the same oath I took 
when I became an officer: to 
uphold the Constitution of the 
United States. Quoting DHS 
Secretary Janet Napolitano's 



warning that we can deport only 
400,000 illegal aliens per year 
demonstrates our government's 
unwillingness to do its job. It 
doesn't have a problem collect- 
ing taxes from about 200 million 
income-tax earners who are legal 
citizens obeying the law. 

Broken families and other 
problems are simply the result of 
the chaos created when people 
break the law and then want 
some kind of protection. Any 
person entering the United States 
illegally should be prepared to 
deal with the problems incurred 
by this violation of the law. I 
suggest they return to their 
country of origin and enter the 
United States by our nation's 
rules. I am sympathetic to 
Gutierrez's soldier, but actions 
have consequences. 

- Charles D. for an, Dallas 

What is wrong with Rep. Luis 
Gutierrez? This young soldier 
going to Afghanistan is upset 
because his wife was 5 when her 
parents came to the United 
States illegally. Today she is 
grown, married and has a baby 
of her own. Why did she never 
become a citizen? It would be 
sad to deport her and the spe- 
cial-needs child, but it is her 
fault. She is the one who has 
lived here for years illegally. Did 
she have a job? A driver's 
license? Did her employer have 
an 1-9 on her? 

This is what is wrong with the 
United States now. All these 
people from other countries want 
to live here illegally, but when 
things don't go their way, they 
want to change the laws. 

- Henry W. Klipple, Buda, Texas 



Rep. Luis Gutierrez is speaking 
absolute nonsense when he says 
he is worried about a soldier's 
wife and their U.S.-born baby 
being deported while he is away. 
She already has the anchor baby. 
He cannot be deported, because 
he is a U.S. citizen. That alone 
will be enough to keep the 
mother here. But she is eligible 
for a marriage visa, just like my 
wife, who I brought here from 
the Philippines last March. It 
took me 13 months to get the 
visa because I am no longer on 
active duty, but it is much easier 
for those currently serving to get 
them. The requirements are not 
that difficult. Gutierrez is just 
speaking the party line. 

- Thomas O'Connor, Falmouth, Maine 

First of all, I am an American. 
And as a Hispanic whose family 
came here legally, and who 
served in the Army for three 
years, I do not feel that those 
here illegally should be granted 
citizenship just because they are 
here. In cities throughout the 
United States, people are protest- 
ing that they can't find jobs, 
despite their education and 
training. When a few jobs are 
advertised, the line of applicants 
can circle a city block. Moreover, 
most U.S. military personnel will 
be coming home, or are home, 
from Iraq. Should these relatively 
few jobs go to Americans and 
those granted legal status to be 
here, or to illegal immigrants? 

- Bob Alvarez, Ocala, Fla. 

Correction: Kris Nelson, national 
president of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, is from Minnesota ("A 
Better Tomorrow," November). 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
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Imagine living pain free... spw%dl<^tr 

, ... ......... VERSOSHOCK REVERSE TRAMPOLINE SOLE J± \ 

Imagine feeling younger and being filled with energy... WF^^r 



ABSORB SHOCK R6L6IV6 PAIN BP 
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ABSORB SHOCK 
Eliminate pain from 
every step. 




REBOUND PROPEL5 
YOU FORWARD 
Reduce fatigue. 
Be more active. 



Verso§fel 



Secure Heel 
Counters 



Removable 
Comfort-Fit 
Insole 



Smart Spring 
Master Shock Absorber 




Twin Stabilizers 

AVS3 Ventilation System 



EVA Rocker Midsole 



$ Want to walk and run faster; jump higher without fatigue or pain? 



fA-2 Gravity Defyer banned from 
f y Athletic Competition? 

/Sy They are considered an unfair ad- 
I r vantage. Every scientific breakthrough 
M meets opposition, but if you want to 

elevate your game to the next level, 
JfiT~^ you need to own one pair of Gravity 
W Defyers. Feel the drive, the inspira- 
tion, the energy as you slip your feet 
into the most exhilarating footwear in the 
world! Go from the weekend warrior to 
the daily champion at your gym and on 
the street. 

Advanced Technology Footwear 
by Impact Research Technology 

Gravity Defyer is the only shoe company 
that can offer the VersoShock™ Reverse 
Trampoline sole. It's a special combination 
of space age polymers and lightweight, 
durable "Smart Springs" that form the 
foundation of the first biomechanical 
shoe. Within your first 10 days, 



it will adjust to your activities improving 
your overall comfort by taking the "hard" 
out of hard surfaces like concrete and tile. 
They ease stress on your muscles, joints, 
and back while walking, running, or 
jumping. You'll feel like you are walking 
on clouds. 

Non-Invasive Relief for Joint Pain! 

You will notice immediate relief of com- 
mon pain during exercise as the Ver- 
soshock™ Trampoline sole absorbs the 
impact of every step --instead of your 
body- Give your whole body a break from 
the stress of your high impact life and 
experience breakthroughs in your athletic 
lifestyle. Be in action. Be unstoppable. Be 
comfortable and live pain free. 
TRY THEM FREE IN THE COMFORT 
OF YOUR HOME FOR 30 DAYS 
You've got nothing to lose but your pain — 
GUARANTEED. 




"I recommend Gravity Defyer 
shoes to my patients and friends. 
They are such high quality shoes. 
I even wear them myself!" 

Dr. Arnold Ross, DPM. 

Private Practice, West Los Angeles, CA 
National Lectureer and Board Certified 
in Podiatric Biomechanics 



• Ease foot, ankle, knee & hip pain 

• Boost Energy 

• Be more active 

• Appear taller 

• Have instant comfort 

• Cool your feet & reduce foot odor 

• Elevate your performance 
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Purchase A 
Second Pair 
Within 3 
Months 


85% 

Ankle & 
Foot Pain 
Gone 


Exercise 
20% 
Longer 
with NO 
Fatigue 


Comfortable 
Shoe I Have 
Ever Owned 



Gravity Defyer Customer Survey Results 



a $129.95 value 

MEN (Shown above) 
TB902MWBS 
sizes 7-14 
Med/Wide 

WOMEN (White/Silver) 
TB902FWBS 
sizes 5-11 
Med/Wide 



EXCLUSIVE LIMITED OFFER Don't miss out! 

TRY THEM FREE* - PAY IN 30 DAYS 

Take advantage of this exclusive offer at 
www.GravityDefyer.com/MS3ADG3 or by phone, dial 
(800) 429-0039 & mention the promotional code below. 



Promotional Code: 



MS3ADG3 



*0ffer not available in stores. Shipping & Handling not included. 

ORDGR ONLINE OR BY PHONG ORDGR ONLINE OR BY PHONG 



COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 




Afghanistanization: proceed with caution 

A few weeks ago, I found myself in a distant, foreign land surrounded 
by U.S. military personnel facing a big challenge. The setting was 
Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. The challenge was to begin reducing 
U.S. troop numbers in a war not yet finished. 

A few decades ago, I also found myself in a distant, foreign land 
surrounded by U.S. military personnel facing a big challenge. The 
setting was Saigon, South Vietnam. The challenge was likewise to begin 
reducing U.S. troop numbers in a war not yet finished. 

There are as many differences as similarities between the two wars, 
so I am not going to weigh in on that here. However, there is one impor- 
tant lesson from Vietnam our elected officials need to remember as the 
United States hands Afghanistan responsibility for its own security and 
covets the budget savings of a reduced U.S. presence there. 

When I was stationed near Saigon in the early 1970s, the process of 
"Vietnamization" was under way. The idea was that we could ratchet 
back troop numbers and reduce war cost by ramping up efforts to train 
and equip the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. One of the reasons this 
did not work is that once our troops were on their way out, our govern- 
ment's commitment to the ARVN began to evaporate, too, and the North 
Vietnamese were able to simply watch it unfold. As U.S. support de- 
clined in more ways than troop count, South Vietnam's fate was sealed. 

Fast-forward to the Afghanistanization process. The training and 
arming of a self-sufficient Afghan army has been woven into the U.S. 
war mission since Operation Enduring Freedom began. At Bagram and 
in Kabul, I was impressed to see how Afghan soldiers are trained not 
just to fight insurgents but to read, write, organize and handle budgets. 
Our troops - some of the most professional, skilled, disciplined and 
intelligent men and women I have ever met - say the Afghans are 
making great progress and are enthusiastic. More and more, they are 
leading their own combat patrols and security missions. 

Afghanistan has the potential to reinvent its economy if given the 
opportunity to do so without the threat of terrorism. India and China are 
already investing in the country's vast mineral and energy resources, 
worth an estimated $1.2 trillion. It strikes me that U.S. companies could 
do worse than make similar investments, but if our military is not there, 
the risks may outweigh the rewards. 

The first wave of U.S. force reduction from Afghanistan - 10,000 - is 
taking place right now. The next wave - 23,000 - is scheduled to be 
complete by September 2012; time will tell if that's too many too soon. 
U.S. troops are expected to nearly be gone from Afghanistan by 2014. 

Some time back, The American Legion reacted coldly to the idea of 
predetermined deadlines for troop withdrawal from the war. Believe me, 
no one wants our troops out of harm's way more than those of us who 
have served in wartimes past. But as we go through this process, let's be 
certain Afghanistan has more than a fighting chance to succeed on its 
own. If we withdraw too fast, based on budget savings or predetermined 
deadlines, we run the risk of allowing history to repeat itself. In honor 
of all who have fallen in both wars, 

I pray that won't happen. Ts^ y 
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National Commander 
Fang A. Wong 

MEMORANDA 

BENEFITS CALCULATOR 

The American Legion's Veterans 
Benefits Calculator can help 
you understand VA benefits you 
are eligible to receive and offer 
guidance about how to apply 
for them. 

^5 www.legion.org/ 
veteransbenefits 

FLAG REWARDS American Legion 
posts can receive discounts on 
purchases through Emblem Sales 
by participating in the Flag 
Rewards Program. Hundreds of 
posts and businesses are already 
participating. Learn more online: 

© www.americanlegionflags.com 

On Facebook: Search American 
Legion Flags 

MAKE THE CONNECTION 

VA has launched a new 
Web-based program called 
"Make the Connection," which 
offers an online support network 
for veterans and their families 
during the transition from 
military to civilian life, including 
mental-health resources. 

^5 www.maketheconnection.net 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR U.S. WAR VETERANS 

UNITED STATES MILITARY 
WAR VETERAN SERVICE RINGS 

Featuring Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials and Gold Service Branch Emblems 



= FREE 

FLAG PIN 
WITH ORDER 





MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 

Two Radnor Corp. Ctr, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES! I wish to order the following Exclusive War 
Veteran Ring, personalized with my initials and year 
dates Of service. Please send my FREE American Flag Pin. 

□ WWII □ Korean Service □ Vietnam Service 

□ Desert Storm □ Iraq □ Afghanistan (Not shown) 

Service Branch Emblem: 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

□ Coast Guard Visit Vetcom.com for more Emblems. 

Initials Desired (3): 

Service Yrs: to 



Vietnam Service 



We proudly present our Official Military War Rings 
to honor Veterans who served in World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, Desert Storm, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The top of each ring features your Service Branch 
emblem in solid 10 KT Gold atop a brilliant capstone. 




Desert Storm Iraq Campaign 



Each ring is solid Sterling Silver, detailed in 24 KT 
antiqued Gold to enrich the high-relief sculptures of the 
War Medals & War Memorials or Service Emblems. 
The War ribbons are hand-enameled in their official 
colors. As a permanent mark of exclusivity, your ring will 
be engraved with your initials and year MM 
dates of service on the solid and smooth I 
inner band. Wear your ring with pride in M, 
your service to Country. 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four 
monthly installments of $49.75* each, with the first 
payment due prior to shipment. A custom ring sizer 
will be sent before shipment to assure my correct fit. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) 
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name 



_State Zip . 



* Plus $14.95 for engraving, shipping and handling. 

PA residents add 6% ($1 2.84) sales tax. 
© ICM 2002-2011 These rings have been registered with the United States 
Copyright Office, as sculpture. | COHRIN-ALM-0112 | 



ORDER: 1 -800-255-3048 Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Please Have Credit Card Ready. 



Presenting the Veterans Commemoratives™ 
UNITED STATES MILITARY 

SERVICE EMBLEM KNIVES 

Featuring your Service Branch Name and Emblem laser engraved on the handle 
as a permanent reminder of your service to Country 



UNITED STATES ARMY 




— 



Only 

$29.50' 

per Knife 



The most pbpular sized case, 
3-1/2 " closed, is perfect to carry 
in your pocket and provides three 
most practical and useful 
blade sizes. 



\ 



American Military Service Men 
and Women have carried traditional 
wooden handled, three-bladed pocket knives 
for generations during periods of war and peace. 

We are pleased to create and issue our own version 
of this popular knife, handcrafted with a two-toned 
polished wooden handle, strong riveted case and three 
honed stainless steel blades in the preferred clip, spey 
and sheepfoot shapes. Satisfaction is guaranteed or 
return within 30 days for replacement or refund - 
no questions asked. Order yours today and 
others as gifts for family, friends and 
fellow Veterans. 




MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, 

Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 



□ YES! I wish to order. 



_ qty. U.S. Military 



Service Emblem Knives at $29.50* each. 
Please send my FREE American Flag Pin. 
(For multiple orders please use a separate sheet of paper.) 

SERVICE BRANCH: 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps 

I WISH TO PAY IN FULL AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order payable 
to "Veterans Commemoratives" for $ or, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $ 

CREDIT CARD: Exp. Date: / 

CC#: 

□ Visa □ MasterCard nAMEX □ Discover 



Signature: 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes) 
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

Name: 



Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone #:( ) 



Email: 

*Plus $7.95 per knife for engraving, shipping & handling. 
*PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 

-2011 ICM | BLDKNI-ALM-0112 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY GIFTS AND COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETC0M.COM 



BIG ISSUES 



Ratify the Law of the Sea treaty 




SUPPORT 



Sen. Mark Begich, D-Ark. 

■ Begich is chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Oceans, 
Atmosphere, Fisheries 
and Coast Guard. 




OPPOSE 

Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah 

■ Lee is the top Republican on 
the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources' Subcommittee 
on Water and Power. 



Nowhere in America is change occurring faster 
affecting our national security, energy security, 
future economic development and jobs - than in 
the Arctic. The U.S. military, 
the oil industry, diplomats and 
even environmentalists agree 
that the most important step 
we can take to deal with this 
change is to ratify the Law of 
the Sea treaty. 

Many people think the Arctic is a frozen 
wasteland, but this year's Arctic icepack was the 
second smallest on record. As the ice recedes, vast 
areas of ocean are opening for exploration and 
potential development. 

Geologists believe that our nation's best pros- 
pects for oil and gas discoveries lie beneath these 
waters. Such discoveries would put thousands of 
Americans to work bringing this domestic energy 
back home. 

The Arctic is attracting shippers, who can cut 
40 percent off routes between Europe and Asia by 
plying newly opening waterways atop Russia and 
Canada's Northwest Passage. 

As we look at the opportunities and challenges 
of the emerging Arctic, the Law of the Sea provides 
a basic framework for managing these issues. 

The United States is the world's leading maritime 
power. Only by ratifying the treaty can it protect 
freedom of navigation to advance our commercial 
and national security interests, claim extended 
continental-shelf areas in the Arctic - an area 
believed to be twice the size of California - as 
other nations are already doing, and use its 
provisions to protect the marine environment, 
manage fisheries and appoint Americans to 
help resolve disputes. 

All other Arctic nations are parties to the 
Law of the Sea. Not being among them weakens 
our nation's ability to shape the Arctic's future. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The Law of the Sea Convention may soon 
receive Senate consideration. Advocates 
say the treaty protects U.S. interests, 
while critics call it a loss of sovereignty. 



In 1982, the United Nations adopted the Law of 
the Sea (LOS) Convention because it believed that 
current doctrines regarding the world's oceans 

threatened to create conflict 
and instability. Despite 
occasional rumblings that 
the Senate should revisit 
LOS, the economy, naviga- 
tion rights and the naval 
superiority of the United 
States have simply not been threatened or weak- 
ened by our decision to remain sovereign on this 
issue thus far. 

Ratifying a treaty is no small task - the 
president needs a two-thirds majority vote from 
the Senate - and it is one that I take seriously. 
The United States should only join treaties that 
advance a specific and defined security or 
economic interest. For many reasons, including 
loss of sovereignty and the imposition of manda- 
tory dispute resolution, LOS simply fails to 
meet this standard. 

Consider Article 82 of LOS, under which the 
International Seabed Authority (referred to simply 
as "the Authority") is given the power to distrib- 
ute "international royalties" to developing and 
landlocked nations. These royalties are taken 
from countries or companies that have actually 
invested in technology and resources to mine in 
the first place. So hypothetically, a U.S. company 
that has invested hundreds of millions of dollars 
in developing clean and safe deep-sea mining 
machinery would be forced to give a portion of its 
profits to countries such as Somalia, Sudan, and 
Cuba - all considered to be developing nations by 
"the Authority." 

President Ronald Reagan wrote in his diary that 
he would not sign the Law of the Sea treaty, even 
without seabed mining provisions. For the sake of 
U.S. sovereignty, the Senate should concur. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 



JO THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | JANUARY 2012 



Are you suffering from a 

DEFECTIVE METAL ON METAL 
HIP REPLACEMENT? 




Have you experienced failure of your hip implant, re- 
sulting in pain and disability that may or has required 
revision surgery to replace the failed component? 
Common symptoms include groin pain, dislocations, 
instability, and pain associated with loosening of the 
device and the release of metal particles into the joint. 

We are accepting cases for injuries caused 
by certain products manufactured by the 



following two companies: 

ZIMMER, INC. 

• Durom® Acetabular Cup 

DEPUY ORTHOPAEDICS 

• ASR™ XL Acetabular System 

• ASR™ Hip Resurfacing System 

• Pinnacle® (Metal on Metal only) 



Weitz & Luxenberg can help you understand your legal options. We are aggressively litigating these cases 
and are one of America's largest trial law and products liability lawfirms with total verdicts and settlements 
in excess of $3 Billion, and are committed to represent your interests aggressively and professionally. Our 
leadership experience in national litigations for defective drugs and medical products, toxic materials such as 
Asbestos, and many other complex legal actions has given thousands of clients nationwide the confidence to 
entrust us with their most serious legal issues. Above all, do not rely on the company that gave you a potentially 
defective hip implant to advise you on your legal rights! For a free consultation please call us today at 
1-888-411 -LAWS (5297) or e-mail us at ClientRelations@weitzlux.com. 



It stays forever in your heart 




U.S. NAVY 



Are you or a loved one a Navy, Merchant Marine or Coast 
Guard veteran who suffers or has died from asbestos-related 



^ Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer 



Know your rights, and know what you're entitled to from the 
asbestos companies. 

Few firms have the track record of Weitz & Luxenberg in 
securing over $3 Billion in verdicts and settlements for 

asbestos victims and their families. 



For a free consultation with the law firm to which other lawyers 
refer their asbestos cases, call the Weitz & Luxenberg client 
it alSO Stays forever in yOUr lungs relations department at 1-888-411 -LAWS (5297) today. 



Unfortunately 



WEITZ LUXENBERG pc 



ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENVIRONMENTAL • NEGLIGENCE 



700 BROADWAY • NEW YORK, NY 10003 

BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & CALIFORNIA 

1.888.411. LAWS • www.weitzlux.com 

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. 
We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. 
If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. 
GARY KLEIN, Esq. Not licensed to practice law in Louisiana. 




We are also investigating injuries resulting from 

• DEFECTIVE KNEE REPLACEMENTS 

• ACTOS™ BLADDER CANCER 

• FOSAMAX FEMUR FRACTURES 



LIVING WELL 



When to turn in the keys 

BY RACHEL KAUFMAN 

In the United States, someone turns 65 every eight seconds. 
And while hitting an age milestone isn't an automatic cue to get 
off the road, older drivers do need to start thinking about how 
they'll cope if they lose their vision or reflexes. 

Everett Hammond, 86, has thought about that eventuality for 
years. While he is currently in good health, having to turn in the 
keys "happens to everybody," he says. When his time comes, he 
doesn't want to rely only on family members or the city bus. 

But when Hammond went to the DMV and asked for 
information about senior mobility programs, he was turned away, 
told that the department had no resources to offer. 

In his self-published "Hammond's Ride Guide," he's collected 
information on government programs and referral services that 
help seniors get around. From Dial-A-Ride and paratransit 
programs to volunteer drivers and - yes - taxis and buses, the 
book is a valuable resource for those who have given up the 
privilege of driving. Trading a costly car (think of the 
insurance payments and gasoline) for a combination of 
mobility services can be quite liberating, Hammond says. 
The American Legion Magazine recently talked with 
Hammond about that dreaded day when a person 
must turn over the keys. 

Why don't people want to talk about this 
eventuality? 

People don't until it happens to them. They go off 
to the DMV, and the next thing you know, "I'm sorry, 
I can't renew your license." 

See KEYS on page 14 



Aging and driving skills 

Driving demands a lot from the person 
behind the wheel: attention, memory, quick 
reflexes. With age, those reflexes fade, even 
in otherwise healthy people. 

A new study from Australian National 
University and Queensland University of 
Technology confirms that as people get 
older, they make more errors on the road on 
average, co-author Kaarin Anstey said. 

In a road test of 266 drivers ages 70 to 88, 
even mentally sound seniors forgot to 
signal or meandered from the center of a 
lane. The older the drivers, the more 
mistakes they made. Their most common 
error? Forgetting to check their blind spot. 

Even so, Anstey doesn't support cutting 
off driving privileges at a certain age. In 
Australia, states that have done so have had 
no reductions in crashes, she said. 






Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when they have health problems. 
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SHOWER EASILY 
SHOWER SAFELY 

With A Premier Care in Bathing Easy-Access Shower! 





THE FIRST SHOWER 
COMMENDED BY THE 
ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION 



CkaM^es Your Skouw ; 
CMama^ Your Life,! 





ULTRA LOW ENTRY 
MEANS NOTHING 
TO STEP OVER 

■ Regain Your 
Independence 

■ Fits Existing Bathroom Space 

■ We Handle Full Installation 

COMFORT and SAFETY! Our new walk-in 
shower featuring DELTA® Fixtures let seniors 
(and those confined to a wheelchair) shower 
conveniently and independently, without 
risking injury! All models feature easy-clean, 
sturdy wall panels, 2 long, secure hand rails, 
screen or tempered glass doors, fixed and 
flexible shower heads, a slip resistant floor, 
PLUS a comfortable, padded seat that holds 
up to 500 lbs. and folds out of the way! 




Adjustable, 
Easy-Glide 
Shower 
Head 




CALL NOW TOLL-FREE 

1-800-313-1694 i 

Promo Code 3631 ™ ^ 

www. PremierCareOnline.com 




emier Care 




Jested. Trusted. Recommended. 

in Bathing 

Please send me a FREE brochure on Premier Care Easy-Access Showers! 

Name 



Promo Code 
3631 



Telephone (Required for Processing) ( 


) 






Email 


Address 


City 




State 


Zip 



Proudly made 
in the USA 



Financing by 

GE Money 



Send to: Premier Care in Bathing 

2330 South Nova Rd v South Daytona, Florida 32119 




Wounded warriors try out the 
driving simulator at the National 
Intrepid Center of Excellence in 

Bethesda, Md. NICoE photo by Linsey Pizzulo 



Turn on and take off 

Harold Anderson hasn't driven since he lost his right leg nearly a 
decade ago. But lately he's been logging a lot of time at the wheel 
of a computerized driving simulator. Without even leaving a lab, 
Anderson steers, brakes, accelerates, uses his blinkers and checks 
his blind spot. A video shows Anderson what he's "driving" past, as 
a computer and a therapist monitor his every move. 

Anderson, whose leg was amputated at the knee in the early 
2000s - age and his service in the Korean War exacerbated his 
clubfoot - has done three driver rehab sessions at Washington's VA 
Medical Center, where he practices using a left-foot accelerator 
adapter. He hopes to be back on the road in two months. 

Sheila Jackson, a certified driving rehab specialist at VA, says 
many of her patients "won't go to any other therapy, but they'll 
come to driver rehab, because they want to drive." 

Driving therapy benefits veterans of all ages. Younger patients 
with traumatic brain injuries or post-traumatic stress need practice 
dealing with stressful road situations. Older veterans with missing 
limbs or reduced mobility may need adaptive controls to drive. 
After practice in the safe, controlled simulation, Jackson takes 
them on the road for more training. 

Tommy Neuens, an occupational therapist at San Diego's 
Naval Medical Center, is able to program any road situation 
into NMC's virtual car. "We have mountains, we have the 
highway, we have nightlife," he says. "We have bags of trash on 
the side of the road, dead animals." Avoiding roadside obstacles is 
especially important for soldiers and Marines returning from 
Afghanistan, where dead animals often conceal lEDs and drivers 
are taught to swerve - a dangerous behavior back home. 

In some cases, Jackson uses her simulator to assess who 
should no longer drive. One 85-year-old man drove himself to his 
appointment but was "an accident waiting to happen," she says. 
Jackson called his daughter to pick him up. "She appreciated the 
call. She didn't know he had a key to his car." 



KEYS continued from page 12 

What's it like, emotionally, to stop 
driving? 

The loss of a driver's license is really 
quite fearsome. Don't ask me to give up 
something and not replace it with 
something. The car is the best 
convenience you can have to go when you 
want to. But 18 percent of your income 
goes to transportation. I don't need that. 
You learn to adjust your living style: "I 
don't have to go shopping today, I'll go 
tomorrow." I don't want my daughter to 
do my shopping for me. I want to squeeze 
my own tomatoes. I want to get out there 
and work up and down the aisles and do 
some impulse buying, a bar of chocolate 
that wasn't on the list. 

You still drive, for now. Any close calls? 

Not too long ago, I was in the passing 
lane and some hotshot came over on the 
right side and whizzed by. I'd just started 
over, and he blows his horn. I thought, "My 
God, where'd he come from?" 

Anybody can have a close call. Age has 
nothing to do with it, but it's more 
prevalent when you're older. Your 
eyesight, you lose so much. If you're going 
55 mph down the road, that minuscule 
portion of a minute that you need to put 
on your brakes can cost you 20 to 25 feet. 
You could end up in somebody's trunk. It's 
part of being mature. You have to be 
mature about this whole thing. 

"Hammond's Ride Guide" is $9.95, 
and available for order online: 
@ hammondsrideguide.com 

Rachel Kaufman is a freelance science 
writer living in Washington. 
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FOR GUARANTEED VALENTINE'S DAY DELIVERY: 1 -800-726-1 1 84 • www.danburymint.com 






>zen . noses 

NECKLACE 





Necklace shown 
actual size of 18 



larger than 
In length. 



mere's nothing like a dozen roses to say "I love you." Here's a unique twist on this 
tradition. . .a bouquet that will stay as beautiful and fresh as the first day you give it 

to your sweetheart! Presenting... A Dozen Roses 
Necklace, available exclusively from the Danbury Mint. 

A celebration of love she'll cherish forever. 



This spectacular necklace nestles 
within a very special gift box — 
perfect for gift-giving and yours 
at no additional charge. 




A dozen red roses are 
precisely designed 
to create a stunning 
"bouquet." 



This exquisite 24kt gold-plated necklace is adorned 
with 12 roses, each one masterfully crafted to capture 
the lush beauty of a rose in full bloom. 

Elegantly presented. 

A Dozen Roses Necklace will arrive in a luxurious gift box. Ideal 
for gift-giving and safekeeping, it's yours at no additional charge. 

An exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed. 

A Dozen Roses Necklace can be yours for $78 plus $7.50 shipping and 
service, payable in two monthly installments of just $42.75. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. If you are not delighted with the necklace, return it within 
90 days for replacement or refund. Order today! ^ &Jt^/7ia^ 



The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 

YES! Reserve A Dozen Roses Necklace as described in this 
announcement. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 



Name. 



Address. 



Signature. 



Orders subject to acceptance. 



City/State/Zip_ 



For guaranteed Valentine's Day delivery: 1-800-726-1184 • www.danburymint.com 



88700026E029 



You are what you eat 

The Cleveland Clinic's website reminds us that what we eat 
has a direct effect on how we feel. "Research 
shows that certain foods affect powerful 
mood-modifying brain chemicals called 
neurotransmitters," according to clinic 
experts. "These neurotransmitters 
are made from the foods we eat and 
are present in higher 
concentrations after meals than 
between them." 

Serotonin, a chemical released 
after we eat carbohydrates, 
"enhances calmness, improves mood 
and lessens depression." 

Dopamine and norepinephrine are 
chemicals released after we consume 
proteins such as meats, poultry, dairy and legumes. 
They enhance mental concentration 
and alertness. 

"Including carbohydrate and 
protein sources at meals might 
help you to feel satisfied, both at 
the meal and after eating," the 
clinic reports. "Look for 
carbohydrate foods that are 
whole grain and/or contain 
whole grains and fiber." 

These include whole grain 
breads and cereals, potatoes 
with skin, brown rice, whole 
grain pasta, pilaf made with 
bulgur and quinoa, fresh 
fruit and vegetables. 
Protein-rich foods include 
lean meat, skinless poultry, 
fish,tofu or "textured 
vegetable protein," beans 
and lentils, and low-fat dairy 
products such as yogurt, milk 
or cheese. 





^^^^^^ 



Change your diet, 
change your 
bacteria? 

Your intestinal tract is 
home to billions of bacteria, 
and just what is living down 
there might matter. 

Researchers, reporting in 
the journal Science, found 
that meat-eaters have high 
levels of bacteria called 
Bacteroides in their gut, 
while people eating a 
plant-based diet higher in 
carbohydrates have more 
Prevotella bacteria. This is 
the first study to connect 
people's long-term diet 
habits to differences in their 
gut bacteria. 

Why are these tiny 
microbes important? 
Different types of 
bacteria may affect 
a person's 
absorption of 
nutrients or 
trigger 

inflammation. 
That could 
explain why 
changes in gut 
bacteria have 
been linked to 
obesity, 
inflammatory 
bowel 

disorders, and 
irritable bowel 
syndrome. 



Unemployment, depression go hand in hand 

What all of us know intuitively now has clinical backing: being out of work is 
depressing. 

"Americans who were jobless for longer than 25 weeks in the past year were three 
times more likely than those who were continuously employed to suffer mental health 
issues for the first time," HealthDay reports, citing a new study by Washington and 
Lee University. 

"When people are exposed to long-term unemployment, they obviously feel that 
they've lost control of their capacity to earn a living and take care of their families," 
one researcher said. "They worry about their futures." 

The study also found that the psychological impact of unemployment is greater 
among minority groups and those with higher levels of education. 
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t You fought for us. Now let us fight for you. M 



MESOTHELIOMA & ASBESTOS-RELATED LUNG CANCER 

The Simmons Law Firm proudly represents veterans and families 
affected by mesothelioma and asbestos-related cancers throughout 
the United States. We have recovered millions of dollars from asbes- 
tos companies on their behalf, affording them the medical care and 
security they deserve. Several of our attorneys, including founding 
partner John Simmons, are military veterans themselves. If you or 
someone you love has mesothelioma, we will come to you. We are 
committed to this fight and have pledged over $20 million to cancer 
research. Contact us today for a free legal consultation. 




SIMMONS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



LEARN MORE 
1-877-312-1856 
www.simmonsfirm.com/AL 



FteerReviewRated 



Attorney Advertisement. Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC. 
One Court St., Alton, IL 62002. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon ads. Prior results don't guarantee a similar outcome. 
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Congress cuts deal to help vets get jobs 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Congress called a truce to its partisan battles 
for Veterans Day and passed legislation to encour- 
age businesses to hire more out-of-work post- 9/11 
veterans and give as many as 99,000 older veter- 
ans extra educational benefits to train for jobs in 
high demand. 

The VOW to Hire Heroes Act combines employer 
tax credits pushed by President Obama in his 
American Jobs Act with 
key provisions of two 
separate veterans jobs 
bills, one approved earlier 
in the year by the House 
and a second that cleared 
the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee. 

Meanwhile, the White 
House announced a series 
of administrative initia- 
tives and new online tools 
to make job searches 
easier for veterans. 

On Nov. 7, President 
Obama appeared in the 
Rose Garden with repre- 
sentatives of The Ameri- 
can Legion and other veterans groups to urge 
lawmakers to pass tax credits from his jobs bill 
that would provide incentives for businesses to 
hire post-9/11 veterans. 

Later, the House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
committee chairmen announced a bipartisan deal 
to support those tax credits and key portions of the 
Senate's Hiring Heroes Act (S. 951) and the House's 
Veterans Opportunity to Work Act (H.R. 2433). 

The Senate acted first, passing the legislation as 
an amendment to H.R. 674, a bill to repeal an 
unpopular 3 -percent tax-withholding requirement 
on government vendors. The House passed an 
identical bill six days later, and the president 
signed it into law Nov. 21. 

Here's a rundown of the legislation's most 
important features: 

■ Tax credits. Employers will get up to $5,600 in 
tax relief for each post-9/11 veteran hired who has 
been looking for a job for more than six months. A 
$2,400 tax credit applies to hiring vets unemployed 
for more than four weeks. A wounded warrior tax 
credit worth up to $9,600 is offered to businesses 
that hire post-9/11 vets with service-connected 




disabilities who have looked for work for more 
than six months. 

■ Expanded training. The law expands education 
and training opportunities for 99,000 unemployed 
veterans of past eras. They will get up to one added 
year of Montgomery GI Bill benefits for education 
or training at community colleges or technical 
schools for high-demand jobs. The number of 

veterans eligible is capped 
at 45,000 from July 1 
through Sept. 30, 2012, 
and at 54,000 for a second 
period of eligibility, from 
Oct. I, 2012, through 
March 31, 2014. Retraining 
assistance will only be 
available to veterans 35 to 
60 at the time of applica- 
tion. 

■ Mandatory TAP. 

Effective a year after the 
law's enactment, veterans 
separating from service 
must attend a Transition 
Assistance Program (TAP) 
for career counseling and 
resume writing that DoD, VA and the Department 
of Labor are preparing. 

■ Benefit extension for disabled. Veterans with 
service-connected disabilities who have exhausted 
unemployment benefits under state law will get up 
to one year of additional vocational rehabilitation 
and employment benefits, effective July I, 2012. 

The White House, meanwhile, is urging 
post-9/11 veterans to visit www.whitehouse.gov/ 
vets, where they can: 

■ Access a "gold card" that qualifies them for six 
months of personalized case management, career 
assessment and job counseling through Depart- 
ment of Labor Career Centers across the country. 

■ Enter their military occupational specialty codes 
into a program that explains how their service 
skills and training translate to civilian occupations. 

■ Access a new Veterans Job Bank at the National 
Resource Directory to find 500,000 job postings 
from companies looking to hire veterans. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military personnel issues 
for more than 30 years. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It's just 
that simple! See for yourself at one of 
our 370 Stores Nationwide and use this 
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a Free 6 Piece 
Screwdriver Set, a $4.99 value. We 
stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more. 

• Over 20 Million Satisfied Customers! 

• 1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee 

• No Hassle Return Policy! 

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price! 





7 FT. 4" x 9 FI 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

LOT NO. 877 



SAVE & 
50% $349 

REG. PRICE $6.99 



s, online, or 800 number). Cannot 

)e used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
'ate with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
e presented i"— *"'" "" ,h '"™ 



o receive the coupon 
1 discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one 
I coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 



iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiii 




130 PIECE TOOLKIT 
WITH CASE 



LOT NO. 91507/68998 



PITTSBURGH 



SAVE 
50% 



i*24 9 J 





PRICE $49.99 



Item 91 507 shown 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

I This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
I be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 

late with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 

)e presented in-store, or with your order form, 

III!!! 



LOT NO. 
66619 




800 RATED WATTS/ 
900 MAX. WATTS 
PORTABLE 
GENERATOR 

CHICAGO 

laraamanonoratnral 

^$8999 



REG. PRICE $149.99 

I HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
. je used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
. date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
J : - -tore, or with your order form, 

- discount. Valid 1°K « \ |||||[ ||||| ||||| |[j|| ||||| |||[ ||||| | || ||| 

I coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 1 1,11 11 1,1 11 111 ■"■'„" ' 111,11 1,1 



HSU 

WITH ANY PURCHASE 

PITTSBURGH 

6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

ITEM 47770 

REG. PRICE $4.99 i 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Free item available with any purchase. Cannot be , 

used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Offer 1 

good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if free item not picked I 

up in-store. Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred. Original coupon must be | 

presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive the . 

offer. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 1 
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9555BBS8 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when 
you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. * Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not 
valid on any of thefollowing: gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans, Compressors, 
Generators, Tool Cabinets, Welders, Floor Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, Parking Lot 
Sale items, Blowout Sale items, Day After Thanksgiving Sale items, Tent Sale items, 800 number orders or 
online orders. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original 
receipt. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store in 
order to receive the offer. Valid through 4/1 7/1 2. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 

i iiiiii mil mil inn mi inn iiiii mil mi mi 



Not available in 
Minnesota. 




3 FT. x 5 FT. 
AMERICAN FLAG 

LOT NO. 

SAVE 96723 
40% 



$599 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 nurr 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original pure 
Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be 



REG. 
PRICE 
$9.99 




number). Cannot be used 
,,„>,„„„ (j ate wjttl recej p t 

sented in-store, or 
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AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 
CHARGER 

£^jy£ LOT NO. 42292 

67% $499 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS -LIMIT 8 ^ REG. PRICE $12.99 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot be used 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or 
with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
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3000B57Z 



Not for 
use on 
AGM 
batteries. 



LOW-PROFILE 
CREEPER 

LOT NO. 2745 



SAVE 
48% 



300 LB. 
CAPACITY 



$1799 



REG. 
PRICE 
$34.99 




HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. ' ' 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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SAVE 
46% 



1000 LB. 
CAPACITY 

REG. PRICE $14.99 



$799 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Lin " 
coupon per customer and one coupon | 
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SAVE 
$50 

2000 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE 



$49 



QQ REG 

SSSf PRICE 



$99.99 




RECIPROCATING SAW 
WITH ROTATING HANDLE 



CHICAGOD ELECTRIC 

POWER TOOLS 

LOT NO. 65570 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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$1099 




{ 



SAVE 



REG. 
PRICE 

$39.99 DU fO 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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CENTRALPNEUMATIC 
3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

SAVE L ° T NO: 

46% 95275 




$39" 



REG. 
PRICE 
$74.99 



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number). Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 
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US*GENERAL 
11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

INCLODES: 

• 6 Drawer Top Chest 

• 2 Drawer Middle Section 

• 3 Drawer Roller Cabinet 

$14999 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 

This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop H; 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Cou 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 4/17/12. Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day. 




)0 number). Cannot 
days from original purchase 
transferred. Original coupon must 
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Order Online at HarborFreight.com and We'll Ship Your Order FedEx. 



370 Stores Nationwide 




Mexican marines patrol the Uruapan-Apatzingdn road in 
the state ofMichoacdn. Gunmen from the La Familia drug 
cartel blocked several roads during a confrontation 

between cartels and federal police. Alfredo Estrella/AFP/Getty Images 
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Our Third 

FRONT 

As Mexico's drug war intensifies, 
so will U.S. involvement. 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

Ask yourself if the following meets the 
definition of a failed state: 
As in Somalia, warlords have taken 
over large swaths of the country, and the 
central government's writ has little meaning in 
certain regions. 

As in postwar Iraq, sectarian violence and 
outright warfare have claimed tens of 
thousands of lives. 

As in Afghanistan, the chaos is beginning to 
spill across the border, claiming lives in 
neighboring countries. 

And as in so many broken places around the 
world, from Southwest Asia to Africa, the 
United States is trying to help. 

Unlike those faraway failed states, however, 
the one described here shares a border with 
the United States. 

Some look at Mexico's bloody drug war and 
see it as proof that the Mexican government is 
standing up to the cartels. Others look at 
Mexico and see a nearly failed state that 
directly threatens the American people. 
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Descent into Chaos. Before scoffing at the 
notion that Mexico is on the precipice of failed- 
state status - or that it might require direct 
U.S. intervention - consider this: in 2008, the 
U.S. Joint Forces Command issued a report 
challenging policymakers to prepare for a worst- 
case scenario involving the "rapid and sudden 
collapse" of Mexico, adding, "Any descent 
by Mexico into chaos would demand an 
American response." 

With 40,000 people killed, one could argue that 
the descent has already begun. Foreign Policy 
magazine reports that almost half of those 40,000 
have been killed in Mexican states bordering the 
United States, a reality made all the more unset- 
tling by reports that 125 cross-border tunnels have 
been discovered running from Mexico to Califor- 
nia and Arizona. 

As the Joint Forces report concludes, "An un- 
stable Mexico could represent a homeland-security 
problem of immense proportions to the United 
States." In light of that, small contingents of 
U.S. forces and large amounts of U.S. aid are 
pouring into Mexico. 

Under the $1.5 billion Merida Initiative, the 
United States has been delivering economic and 
military aid focused on Mexico's drug-war efforts 
since 2008. Merida resources are used to train 
Mexican government agencies and officials in law 
enforcement, the rule of law, counternarcotics and 
military-security measures. Some 20,000 Mexican 
law-enforcement and judicial officials have been 
trained under the Merida Initiative, including 
prosecutors, police officers and judicial officials. 

Closer to the front lines, the United States and 
Mexico have created joint fusion centers to man- 
age, collect and act on intelligence related to 
counternarcotics efforts. In addition, Washington 
has enlisted the nation of Colombia to play a major 
role in training Mexican forces. 

Direct military assistance represents only a tiny 
fraction of U.S. involvement. But given the troubled 
history between the United States and Mexico, 
even modest amounts of U.S. -Mexico military 
cooperation are remarkable. "A sea change has 
occurred," says Arturo Sarukhan, Mexico's ambas- 
sador in Washington. 

U.S. military involvement has been limited to a 
few Black Hawk helicopters, UAVs and some 
trainers. The U.S. military deploys about 20 
training teams into Mexico each year, USA Today 
reports. No larger than five-man units, these teams 
leave a small footprint and do not participate in 
military operations. 
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However, with Mexico's blessing, the United 
States is steadily expanding military-related 
activity south of the border. The New York Times 
recently revealed that CIA operatives and retired 
military personnel have been dispatched to 
Mexico, and Washington has authorized Mexican 
security forces to use U.S. territory as a staging 
area for operations into Mexico. In addition, the 
United States is considering deploying U.S. military 
contractors alongside Mexican police units. 

Third Front. Members of U.S. training teams in 
Mexico say they are applying what they have 
learned fighting insurgencies in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. In fact, Rep. Ted Poe, R-Texas, has described 
the U.S. -Mexican border as "our third front, after 
Afghanistan and Iraq." 

Poe and the Joint Forces Command are not alone 
in thinking about Mexico in a military-security 
context: 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has expressed 
worries that Mexico is tumbling toward a "narco- 
insurgency." Hoping to forestall that, she recently 
traveled to Guatemala to hammer out a security 
plan to help Central American countries fight the 
drug armies. 



THE CARTEL CONTRACTED TO KILL 

Iran's bizarre plot last fall to subcontract the 
assassination of a Saudi diplomat to the Zetas cartel 
has made concerns over collaboration between 
Middle Eastern terrorists and Mexican drug cartels 
anything but outlandish. 

In what sounds like something out of a paperback 
novel, "high-ranking members of the Iranian 
government," according to U.S. officials, recruited an 
Iranian-American to serve as a conduit between Iran 
and what they thought was a member of the Zetas 
drug cartel. ABC reports that the Iranian conduit met 
the purported Zetas member in the city of Reynosa, 
in northern Mexico, and "negotiated a $1.5 million 
payment for the assassination of the Saudi 
ambassador" and for attacks on embassies in 
Argentina. Down payments were wired to the cartel 
contact from Iran's Quds Force, an arm of the 
regime's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

According to U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder, the 
entire plan was "conceived, sponsored and was 
directed from Iran." 

What the Iranians didn't know was that their 
conduit had actually met with an undercover DEA 
informant - and that the down payments for an 
assassination on U.S. soil went to a bank account set 
up by the FBI. 



Mexico's Secretary of Public Safety Genaro Garcia Luna, center, speaks with then-U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual during the 
delivery of three U.S.-made helicopters. The helicopters were given as part of the Merida Initiative, to help fight against drug 
trafficking and other security threats. AP/Alxandre Meneghini 



■ Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano 
has raised concerns of collaboration between the 
cartels and Islamic terrorists. "We have, for some 
time, been thinking about what would happen if, 
say, al-Qaida were to unite with the Zetas cartel/' 

■ The Pentagon and DHS began deploying un- 
manned drones into Mexican airspace in early 2011. 

■ With his country besieged by Mexico's narco- 
armies, President Alvaro Colom of Guatemala 
says it's time to create a regionwide defense 
against the cartels. "What good is it if the forces of 
one country are pursuing drug traffickers who 
cross a river but then have to stop to avoid an 
international incident? Why not have a type of 
Central American NATO?" 

Is militarization of the problem necessary? If the 
capabilities and actions of the cartels are any 
indication, the answer is yes. 

The State Department reports that the cartels 
"increasingly employ military tactics." Indeed, the 
cartels are effectively mini-armies, using mortars, 
snipers, rocket-propelled grenades, bazookas, land 
mines and even armored assault vehicles. As 
Colom observed after Guatemalan troops engaged a 
Mexican-based cartel that had taken over a swath 
of Guatemalan territory, "The weapons seized . . . 
are more than those of some army brigades." 

Not unlike al-Qaida, the cartels have attacked 
U.S. consulate employees, targeted and killed U.S. 
government agents, beheaded innocent civilians, 
detonated car bombs, seized ungoverned territory, 
terrorized local authorities into collaboration, 
cowed media outlets and killed thousands of 
Mexican citizens. The death toll has now 
eclipsed 40,000 in just five years. That body 
count includes 283 Americans. 

Not Contained. To put those numbers in perspec- 
tive, 85,694 Iraqi civilians were killed between 
2004 and 2008, according to the Iraqi government. 



That's 17,139 per year. On an annual basis, Mexi- 
co's total is in the 8,000 range, but it was 15,000 in 
2010. The 2010 death toll and the overall total are 
far higher than the number of killings that prompt- 
ed NATO intervention in Kosovo in 1999 and Libya 
in 2011. 

Growing parts of Mexico are under the nominal 
control of the cartels: 

■ In Michoacan, home to the La Familia cartel, 
hundreds of citizens have been forced to abandon 
their homes as federal forces launch massive 
operations with helicopters and tanks. Corruption 
is rampant. Thirteen mayors and municipal 
officials have been arrested on drug charges. And 
there is no respect for legal authorities; three 
police chiefs have been executed. 

■ In one town in Chihuahua, half the population 
has fled. In fact, 441,000 homes have been aban- 
doned in the states of Chihuahua and Tamaulipas 
due to drug-war violence, according to one study. 

■ In Ciudad Juarez, a city of 1.3 million just south 
of El Paso, emergency-response personnel have 
been targeted and slain by car bombs. In fact, in 
mid-2011, the U.S. Consulate issued an emergency 
message warning Americans that "a cartel may be 
targeting the U.S. Consulate in Ciudad Juarez" and 
could "utilize car bombs in attacks." At least 3,100 
of Mexico's 15,000 narco-insurgency deaths in 
2010 happened in Ciudad Juarez. 

■ In Tamaulipas, the Zetas are threatening oil 
fields. In fact, the cartels stole $750 million worth 
of oil in 2011, using it to fuel and fund their war. 

■ In Mexico City, which was shielded from the 
drug war until 2011, military units in full combat 
gear have conducted daytime operations against 
drug cartels in middle-class neighborhoods. One of 
the founders of the Zetas was recently captured 
just an hour outside Mexico City. 

■ Nationally, Mexico has dismissed more than 3,500 
police officers due to corruption, according to the 
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State Department. An estimated 1,700 Mexican 
army commandos have deserted since 2002. 

And the chaos is spreading. The Zetas and 
other Mexican drug cartels have begun using 
Guatemala as a base of operations. In May 2010, 
an army of 200 Zetas gunmen slaughtered 
27 Guatemalan farmers. In response, Guatemala 
declared a state of emergency in its northern 
provinces, and deployed military units to forcibly 
take back territory from the Mexican drug armies. 

Mexican cartels are also operating in Honduras, 
where cocaine labs run by Mexican narco-armies 
have been uncovered, and in El Salvador, where 
Zetas training camps are located. 

Federal and local law-enforcement agencies in 
the United States report that the Zetas have made 
inroads in Texas, California, New York and Mary- 
land. The Zetas are especially worrisome, because 
of their background. The group's founding fathers 
were once members of an anti-narcotics comman- 
do unit that went rogue in the late 1990s. Today, 
they field a force of some 10,000. 

As Clinton observes, "The cartels and criminals 
are not contained by borders, and so therefore our 
response must not be either." 

Whether this all adds up to yet another reason to 
call a truce in the drug war is a subject for another 
essay. Suffice it to say that this war may be unpop- 
ular in the United States, but there is no ground- 
swell for legalization. 

As for Mexico, President Felipe Calderon's 
decision to target the drug lords did not create 
this problem. It simply exposed it. The threat was 
always there, like a ticking time bomb. 

Good News, Bad News. The unraveling of the 
central government's ability to provide security, 
population displacement, high levels of organized 
violence and corruption, intervention by foreign 
entities, violent and sustained challenges to state 
authority, border disorder - these are the telltale 
signs of a failing state. And they are on full display 
in Mexico. 

The Failed States Index, an annual measure of 
the internal stability of countries around the 
world, places Mexico in the "borderline" category 
- not yet "in danger" but no longer "stable." Since 
2007, Mexico has fallen eight spots on the index, 
which describes Mexico's narco-insurgency as 
"extremely serious." 

Defeating the insurgency, and pulling Mexico 
out of its slide toward failed-state status, will take 
far more security-related resources than Mexico 
has invested to date. 



'The cartels and criminals are not 
contained by borders, and so therefore 
our response must not be either/' 

— Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 



As economic thinker Adam Smith noted long 
before anyone ever dreamed of a narco-insurgency, 
it is "the first duty of the sovereign" to protect its 
citizens from violence. In other words, the govern- 
ment must provide some modicum of internal 
order and security. Obviously, this should be 
aimed at promoting individual liberty rather than 
diminishing it, for both the anarchy of a failed 
state and the stifling order of an authoritarian state 
are at odds with liberty. 

Calderon is trying to strike that balance, but his 
government clearly needs to invest more in de- 
fense. Mexico spent $4.86 billion on its military in 
2010 - just 0.5 percent of its GDP. This is not nearly 
enough, given Mexico's internal security challeng- 
es. Consider the defense-spending levels of coun- 
tries with similar issues: Iraq invests 8.6 percent of 
its GDP on defense, Colombia 3.4 percent, Pakistan 
3 percent, and Afghanistan nearly 2 percent. 

The results of Mexico's inadequate investment 
in security and defense are neither surprising nor 
pretty: low wages for the Mexican military - just 
two-thirds of what Colombian soldiers earn - have 
made Mexican troops easy targets for corruption. 
The cartels are better-armed than the Mexican 
military. The Mexican people are under siege. And 
Mexico's neighbors, to the north and south, are 
under an increasing threat. 

"Mexico has what we had some years ago," says 
Colombia President Juan Manuel Santos. "What we 
can provide is the experience that we have had 
dismantling those cartels." 

The good news, as the Colombia example 
illustrates, is that with concerted effort, targeted 
resources and U.S. help, things can get better in 
Mexico. "We know from the work that the United 
States has supported in Colombia, and now in 
Mexico, that good leadership, proactive invest- 
ments and committed partnerships can turn the 
tide," Clinton recently observed. 

The bad news is that if Mexico is being com- 
pared to the Colombia of the 1990s, it's a mess. 
The worse news is that unlike Colombia, Mexico 
is right next door. || 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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Will artificial intelligence be 
America's next big thing? 



Industrial 

REVOLUTION 



BY PATRICK TUCKER 



I 



n the next decade, the United States will use 
increasingly capable artificial intelligence (AI) 
to greatly reduce the cost of health care, 
accelerate research and development into new 
medicines, improve cars and roads to reduce 
gridlock, and even regain much of the manufactur- 
ing base we lost to countries like China, say 
researchers in computer science, robotics, and 
management. They claim that AI will soon change 
the work of doctors, nurses and teachers across the 
country, create entirely new businesses, and 
radically remake industries already in existence. 

AI is already directing traffic in major metropoli- 
tan centers through programs like SCOOT (Split 
Cycle Offset Optimisation Technique), a system 
that responds to fluctuations in traffic flow 
through detectors embedded in the road. It helps 
the FAA's National Command Center in Herndon, 
Va., predict how a flight delay in Seattle will 
change departure times in New York. Many 
brokerage companies use AI programs to better 
time stock trades. Your local utility company uses 
AI to operate more safely and efficiently, and since 
the launch of the Apple iPhone 4S in October, 
millions of people around the world are using an 
AI program called Siri to find nearby restaurants, 
schedule meetings and more. 

"In economic terms, automation in general 
should be seen as a leveraging factor that amplifies 
the output of workers," says Rod Furlan, an AI 
researcher and machine-learning expert based in 
Vancouver. "Thanks to the availability of legal 
software, one lawyer can do today work that 
required a team of assistants 10 years ago. Ten 
years from now, an individual lawyer may be able 
to service as many cases as a small firm does 
today, all thanks to AI advancements. Going 




forward, we can expect to do less 
boring work and have more time 
for truly intellectual tasks which are 
less likely to be automated in the 
near term." 

Artificial intelligence will make its way into 
many more areas of life and become much more 
robust, experts predict. This phenomenon is driven 
by several factors. The first is the acceleration of 
computational capability. The amount of data you 
can squeeze onto an integrated circuit continues to 
double every 18 months or so, and that will 
continue until around 2015, at which point the 
doubling effect will slow, but still continue. 

The second factor driving greater investment 
in - and wider adoption of - AI is simple informa- 
tion overload. We're creating far too much data to 
process effectively without robust computational 
tools. Every day, the U.S. Air Force processes 
1,500 hours of full-motion video and 1,500 still 
images taken from aerial drones operating in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Artificial intelligence helps 
analysts extract meaningful insight from that 
information to better execute operations in real 
time. Over the next two decades, that technology 
will get better, but it's already leaving the confines 
of military use and finding new markets in the 
civilian world. 

In 2009, the Fraunhofer Institute for Intelligent 
Analysis in Germany created a search engine that 
combs through broadcasts for spoken words, so if 
you want to know exactly what one candidate said 
during a particular debate, you won't have to sift 
through news articles. Instead, you can search the 
debate the same way you search for information on 
Google today. As more people spend more time in 
the presence of microphones, and as more footage 
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that will allow someone with a smart 
phone to look up any recorded conversation 
between two people that occurred anywhere a 
microphone was present. 

"Information is already being aggregated by 
law-enforcement organizations across social 
networking sites, surveillance cameras, electronic 
transactions and online data for purposes of 
national security and law enforcement," says 
Dylan Glas, an MIT-trained artificial intelligence 
researcher working in Japan. As computing 
processing power and software improves, data 
mining with the help of AI programs will become 
"an essential tool in business as well, enabling 
predictive modeling of consumer behavior and 
highly targeted marketing to individuals." 

One application of AI is making predictions, 
based on large data sets, about how people will 
behave and how to give people more of what they 
truly want. Google CEO Eric Schmidt has said that 
the perfect search engine anticipates what you'll 
be searching for before you go to your keyboard. 
Apply that principle to the entire world. Imagine 
cars, stores, scales and other objects you encounter 
anticipating your needs, in concert with the needs 
of others, and trying to give you what it thinks you 
need before you ask. All this happens invisibly as 
we merge the massive amount of data we can now 
collect with emerging technological tools. 

We can use that new real-time understanding to 
be more efficient with resources. This is the 
central idea behind the smart-grid proposal 



endorsed by the Obama administration. A smart 
grid would predict individual future energy 
demands based on data received from sensors 
across millions of homes, eliminating waste and 
bringing down energy costs for everyone. 

In the next decade, AI could accelerate the hunt 
for new medicines and cures. With rapidly aging 
populations in the Untied States and Europe, there 
is, perhaps, no need that is more pressing. Some 
economists anticipate that spending on elder care 
in the United States will double by the middle of 
the century. Artificial intelligence might help 
researchers make better use of the massive 
amounts of medical and biophysical data to 
quicken the pace of discovery. 

"If you can sequence everyone's genome and do 
machine learning on the data, making an existing 
algorithm more useful, you might, say, find a gene 
correlated across the board for obesity, hyperten- 
sion and cancer," says Eliezer S. Yudkowsky, an AI 
theorist affiliated with the nonprofit Singularity 
Institute. "If we were a sane society, we could use 
that capability to output lots of drugs to make 
people healthier, happier and smarter." 

One of the most noticeable applications of 
artificial intelligence in the near future will be 
autonomous vehicles. Progress in this area has 
been quietly building for decades, but it reached 
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A Matter of Values 

USAA Chief Administrative Officer Kevin Bergner explains 
why the relationship with The American Legion 
is off to such a great start. 



USAA Chief Administrative Officer 
Kevin Bergner, member of American Legion Post 2 
in San Antonio, at the 93rd National Convention. 



One year has passed since The American Legion and 
USAA joined forces to connect the nation's largest 
veterans service organization with a financial provider 
that understands the military culture like no other. 

When the relationship dawned, USAA CEO Joe Robles 
spoke of shared values and the way both The American 
Legion and USAA are guided by core values that mirror 
those of the U.S. military. "We are uniquely positioned to 
handle the needs of Legion members," Robles said. 

Now that the relationship has reached its first anniversary, 
Kevin Bergner, executive vice president and chief 
administrative officer for USAA, confirms that shared 
values have fueled the ongoing success of the relationship. 
American Legion programs benefit when certain products 
are purchased via the dedicated Legion-USAA website or 
the special toll-free number, and every time an American 
Legion USAA credit card is obtained and used to make 
an eligible purchase. The relationship also makes a 
complete suite of personal finance services available to 
Legionnaires and their families. 

Bergner, a member of American Legion Post 2 in 
San Antonio, reflected on the relationship and why it's 
working so well. 

The American Legion: How does USAA feel this new 
relationship with The American Legion is going so far? 

Bergner: We could not be happier. What struck me when 
I attended the 93rd National Convention of The American 
Legion in Minneapolis last August is the alignment 
we share. As I listened to all the different participants, 
I couldn't help but be struck by the commitment they 
expressed to our country, to veterans and the military 
community and their families. That is a wonderful 
alignment. Between USAA and The American Legion, 
you couldn't ask for a better fit. 



The American Legion: Can you offer some specifics about 
the alignment of values? 

Bergner: At USAA, everything we do is grounded in our 
core values of service, loyalty, honesty and integrity, and 
you just need to read The American Legion constitution's 
preamble to see similarities in beliefs. 

Both organizations are also multigenerational. My dad 
was a USAA member, I am a 32-year member and my 
son is a five-year member. My dad's friends prefer to deal 
with USAA on the phone or face to face at one of our 
financial centers. My son will hold up his iPhone after 
checking his USAA accounts and say, "This is the best 
bank ever." We serve military families through all stages 
of life and the channel of their choice. 

The American Legion: So far, the number of new USAA 
members who joined through the dedicated American 
Legion website (usaa.com/legion) or by calling toll-free 
1-877-699-2654 has exceeded expectations. From a 
business perspective, can you describe how it has gone? 

Bergner: It's a strong relationship. We did quite a bit to 
prepare for it, and we have learned some new things along 
the way as well. Our phones are busy, and our member- 
service representatives are learning more about American 
Legion members — how we can better serve them. We 
are adapting to those specific requirements. 

As I said before, we are finding out it's a really good fit. 
USAA's customer service and member focus is really 
appreciated by American Legion members. They want 
excellence in customer service, which is our hallmark, 
and we really enjoy having Legionnaires with us 
because they are such a patriotic and values-oriented 
group of people. 
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The American Legion: Has it been challenging to 
persuade Legionnaires, who may have been doing 
business with the same insurance companies or banks for 
years, to consider joining US A A? 

Bergner: Part of our job is to be cost competitive. We 
realize that in many cases, Legionnaires have been with 
other companies for a long time, so it is very important 
for us to show how cost competitive we can be. 

One of the other things we are seeing is Legionnaires 
who perceive their relationship with USAA as a legacy. 
They want to share the benefits of USAA membership 
eligibility with their children. We have had conversations 
with members of The American Legion who have 
purchased an insurance product and then immediately 
had their children take advantage of their legacy 
membership eligibility. We see a lot of that taking place. 



The American Legion: What are some of the common 
questions Legionnaires are asking when they call USAA? 

Bergner: Well, one thing they want to know is what 
does USAA stand for. It's United Services Automobile 
Association. We were founded by military members to 
provide auto insurance to military members. That was 
three years after The American Legion was founded. 
We've been helping military families work toward 
financial security ever since. 



The American Legion: How concerned are Legionnaires 
about financial security and protection? 

Bergner: We hear that from a lot of members these days. 
It is an appropriate question and concern, given the 
economic circumstances our country is in, and given the 
uncertain prospects of how and when we will see some 
improvement. We are encouraging all of our members — 
and especially those coming to us initially for advice — 
to talk to our financial professionals because we have 
the capability to help guide them along a path that's 
appropriate for their individual needs. We can put them 
in touch with financial professionals who can understand 
what their specific requirements are, and how we can 
address them. And remember, we are an organization of 
salaried professionals, here to serve our members. 



The American Legion: Given that USAA does not have a 
physical presence in every city or town, and that a great 
deal of business is done by phone or online, what are you 
doing to make members comfortable? 

Bergner: There is an uncertainty among some members 
about online security. We do have a commitment across 
the board at USAA to make our technology secure, 
simple and safe because that's what our members expect. 
We redesigned and reformatted usaa.com in June with 
that in mind, and we're adapting site security for mobile 
use with smartphones and tablet computers to make it 
easier to do business with USAA from anywhere. 



The American Legion: How do you see the USAA-Legion 
relationship evolving in the coming year? 

Bergner: We expect it to grow even stronger. Hopefully 
more Legion members will give USAA the opportunity 
to serve more of their financial needs. I believe 
Legionnaires will find that USAA provides world-class 
products and services at a very competitive price — 
whether it's for auto, home or life insurance, investments 
or banking. Even more important is that USAA does not 
work for stockholders — we have no mission but to serve 
military families. 



The American Legion: Is there any concern that USAA 
could grow too big too fast? 

Bergner: We are at about 8.5 million members today. 
Our CEO, Joe Robles, has given all of us a very clear 
mandate and challenge: Service and quality have to be 
sustained at the level our members are accustomed to. 
We are very attuned to the balance that has to be 
maintained there, so that service and quality to our 
customers is unwavering as we make ourselves available 
to more members. 



USAA" 



We know what it means to servef 



Investments/Insurance: Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value 

Use of the term "member" does not convey any legal, ownership or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders of United 
Services Automobile Association. The term "honorably served" applies to officers and enlisted personnel who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve or National Guard and have a discharge 
type of "Honorable." Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military status. Contact us to update your records. Adult children of USAA members are eligible to purchase 
auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property insurance. Purchase of a non-property and casualty insurance product, or an insurance policy offered through 
USAA General Agency, does not establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. 
USAA Wealth Management is a service of USAA. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association and its affiliate property and casualty insurance companies 
and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Investments provided by USAA Investment Management Company and USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., both registered broker 
dealers. Financial planning services and financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA 
Financial Insurance Company in California, Lie. #0E36312), a registered investment advisor and insurance agency and its wholly owned subsidiary, USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., w registered broker 
dealer. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. Credit cards provided by USAA Savings Bank, other bank products by USAA Federal Savings Bank, both Member FDIC. 
©2012 USAA. 134723-1211 



an important milestone in 2005 with the debut of 
Stanley, a self-driving car that successfully trav- 
eled 132 miles in six hours and 54 minutes, 
winning the inaugural Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) Grand Challenge event. 
Stanley's race time represents a four-orders-of- 
magnitude improvement over the self-driving cars 
that Stanford researchers were working with in 
1979, which required six hours to travel 20 meters. 
Researchers expect autonomous driving robots to 
develop much faster in the next 30 years. 

Private companies are making large investments 
in artificially intelligent vehicles. Last May, Google 
began to aggressively lobby the state of Nevada to 
allow self-driving cars on the state's roads. At the 
core of the current Google proposal is an elaborate 
radio-frequency identification system that would 
enable robotic vehicles to sense the presence of 
other cars and coordinate movements. There's 
nothing in the Google proposal that doesn't 
already exist, from a technical standpoint. Cars 
already communicate with tollbooths 
via radio, but not yet with other cars. 

It may be a long time before such 
car-to-car collaboration eliminates the 
need for traffic lights and speed limits. 
In the meantime, vehicles that could 
better negotiate position, speed and 
distance with one another would 
improve highway safety, whether or not 
those cars have human operators. In the 
future, such social software may allow 
groups of robots to organize themselves into 
operating structures most appropriate for a given 
task. Under certain conditions, the robots may 
choose a single leader. In other circumstances, a 
highly democratic structure may emerge. Robots 
will be able to select and implement whatever 
organizational method suits the situation. This is 
something humans take forever to do but that 
robots could do fairly quickly. 

"Although the automobile industry is a notori- 
ously slow adopter of new technologies, we are 
already seeing the implementation of pre-crash 
and collision-avoidance systems in recent cars," 
Glas says. "Now that sensor data is available and 
software is able to control the actuation of steer- 
ing, acceleration and brakes, there is no longer any 
major technical barrier .... The AI under the hood 
will certainly advance to the point where the 
driver takes on more of a supervisory role. In 
terms of traffic safety in everyday life, this will 
have an enormous impact." 

In the workplace, AI may boost worker produc- 



tivity to a degree not seen since the invention of 
the personal computer. The economic impact is 
less easy to predict. Historically, large break- 
throughs in productivity, roughly defined as the 
amount of output per worker per hour, are fol- 
lowed by increases in employment. Companies lay 
off workers and invest in tools and innovation to 
make more goods with less money. This increases 
profit, furthering demand for goods across the 
economy and necessitating the need to hire more 
workers. This cycle, in part, is why more Ameri- 
cans had jobs at the end of each decade of the 20th 
century than they did at the beginning of that 
decade. Historically, new technology creates more 
jobs than it destroys. 

Even so, AI researchers and management experts 
disagree about the influence AI will have for 
broader employment and productivity. 

"AI can certainly lead to quality-of-life improve- 
ments, but how does that actually translate into 
more jobs?" asks Yudokwsky, who says he doesn't 



" Going forward, we can expect to do 
less boring work and have more time 
for truly intellectual tasks which are less 
likely to be automated in the near term." 

Rod Furlan, AI researcher and 
machine-learning expert 



believe increased worker productivity alone will 
put the U.S. economy back on a path of high 
growth. "Advances in AI technology tend to 
substitute for unskilled human labor. Unless the 
rest of the economy pulls its act together, AI won't 
pull it out of its funk." 

Furlon says that as more businesses embrace 
aggressive automation opportunities through AI 
and advanced robotics, we're likely to see more 
companies that, like Google, have an astronomical 
revenue-per-employee ratio. He adds that he's still 
"bullish" on AI and is confident that businesses 
and individuals will be able to adapt to the new 
era of increased worker capability. 

In their most recent book, "Race Against the 
Machine: How the Digital Revolution is Accelerat- 
ing Innovation, Driving Productivity, and Irrevers- 
ibly Transforming Employment and the Economy," 
MIT scholars Andrew McAfee and Erik Brynjolfs- 
son write, "There is no law that says everyone, or 
even most people, automatically benefit from 
technological progress." They argue that digital 
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technologies advance much faster than organiza- 
tions. While artificial intelligence and other 
productivity boosters create tremendous value, 
that value won't necessarily trickle down to 
workers as it did during the 20th century. "As tech- 
nology accelerates/' they say, "so will the econom- 
ic mismatches, undermining our social contract 
and ultimately hurting both rich and poor." 

Roboticist Rodney Brooks is more optimistic. 
Brooks is most famous for the creation of the 
Roomba robot vacuum cleaner, but he's also the 
creator of the PackBot, a bomb-disposal robot 
that's been in use in Iraq and Afghanistan since 
the start of U.S. operations there. 

In 2008, Brooks left his position at MIT and 
founded Heartland Robotics, a small start-up with 
financial backing from Amazon founder Jeff Bezos 
and Silicon Valley venture capital firm Charles 
River Ventures. Heartland seeks to develop an 
entirely new type of versatile factory robot. 

"Our robots will be intuitive to use, intelligent 
and highly flexible," Brooks says. "They'll be easy 
to buy, train and deploy, and will be unbelievably 
inexpensive. Heartland Robotics will change the 
definition of how and where robots can be used, 
dramatically expanding the robot marketplace." 

At a recent National Academy of Engineering 
event in Washington, Brooks expressed confidence 
that innovation in AI, and particularly in robotics, 
can help the United States resurrect its reputation 
as a manufacturing powerhouse. "I think we need 
a new vision for American manufacturing," he 
said. "We need skilled workers who are producing 
both high-value and mass-market products. The 
way I see us doing that is through robots, allowing 
them to take over the simple parts of the simple 
tasks. Let the robots do the dumb stuff." 

Brooks and other parties associated with Heart- 
land aren't speaking to the media about the 
company's current work. "We're in stealth mode," 
he wrote in an email. But published reports in 
Industry Week, and previous statements by Brooks, 
suggest that the Heartland project could forever 
change the way robots are used in manufacturing. 

Today's factory robots require a large capital 
investment up front, can only perform specific and 
limited tasks, and require extensive integration. So 
when you introduce a new industrial robot into a 
factory setting, you have to remake large areas of 
the assembly line around what the robot can do 
and the way it operates. This, in part, is why 
businesses that use industrial robots make prod- 
ucts that are high-value and don't change much 
over time, like cars. 



To make products that change very quickly 
from season to season, like toys or even electron- 
ics, you need a human work force, preferably 
a very inexpensive one, because the profit mar- 
gin on these items is usually low. That's why 
so much manufacturing migrates to places 
where human labor is cheap and plentiful, de- 
spite 30 years of automation advances in more 
developed economies. 

The Heartland robot, according to reports, would 
be smaller and more versatile than previous 
factory robots. It would consist of an arm with 
limited haptic (sensing or tactile) capability, a 
camera, and AI enabling the machine to complete 
a wide variety of tasks, from inspecting products 
for flaws to packaging them for shipment. Most 
importantly, Heartland has reportedly established 
a retail price target of $5,000. 

Andrew McAfee says the Heartland robot would 
make it possible for small-business owners to 
"quickly set up their own highly automated 
factory, dramatically reducing the costs and 
increasing the flexibility of manufacturing." 

"There are 300,000 companies with less than 
500 employees involved in manufacturing" in the 
United States, Brooks says. "If you go out there and 
look at them, walk around their floors, a lot of 
them are operating just the same way that they 
were 50 years ago." 

Brooks' vision of the future is one where nimble 
garage enterprises in the Midwest and elsewhere 
compete on a global scale against factories in 
Beijing. In this scenario, government and large 
institutions still have a vital role to play, funding 
basic research and development and investing in a 
work force that can take advantage of ever more 
complex technologies. But this great leap forward 
will be accelerated not by public money or institu- 
tional muscle so much as by the proliferation and 
better application of intelligence, computational 
and otherwise. 

The third Industrial Revolution will be entrepre- 
neurial in character, endowing individuals with 
greater capability and demanding more from them 
in return, in terms of the time and effort it takes to 
acquire technological skills. If we, as a nation of 
individuals, can will ourselves to embrace the 
tools at our disposal as well as the challenges and 
opportunities those tools present, the future can be 
incredibly bright. || 

Patrick Tucker is deputy editor of The Futurist 
magazine and director of communications for the 
World Future Society. 
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BAPTISM 
BY CRISIS 



From earthquakes to war zones, 
USAlD's director is changing how the 
nation delivers foreign assistance. 

BY KENOLSEN 

Days after Dr. Rajiv Shah became administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID), a 7.0-magnitude earthquake devastated Haiti, 
killed hundreds of thousands of people and left more 
than a million homeless. Shah soon found himself in 
the agency's command center, working with military, 
diplomatic and crisis-response teams to coordinate 
the U.S. relief effort. 

He was well-prepared for his baptism by crisis. Shah 
is a physician who has worked at the World Health 
Organization, served as a policy aide in the British 
Parliament, and directed agricultural development in 
the Global Development Program at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. Along the way, he helped 
create the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, 
and led an immunization effort that raised more than 
$5 billion for children's vaccinations. He came to 
USAID from his post as undersecretary for research, 
education and economics, as well as chief scientist, at 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

USAID was created 50 years ago at the urging of 
President John F. Kennedy, who saw the agency as a 
Marshall Plan for the developing world. Today, USAlD's 
presence in more than 100 countries is a fundamental 
part of ensuring U.S. national security, Shah says. He 
sat down with The American Legion Magazine at 
USAID headquarters in Washington to talk about the 
agency's work. 




What is USAlD's role? 

We work across the board to help develop the 
kind of vibrant economies, effective civil society, 
and good local governance that ultimately allows 
for us to exit and for countries to be successful 
in their own right. We've been a very strong 
development partner with South Korea for decades, 
and now they have a strong, vibrant economy. 
We have more export-related jobs in the United 
States with South Korea than we have with France. 
And it's in part because USAID worked with the 
South Korean government and private sector and 
civil society for 20 to 25 years in helping them to 
achieve that development success. If you contrast 
that with North Korea, where, of course, we have 
not had that kind of partnership and they have not 
had that kind of governance, you see the value in 
doing this. 

What drew you to development work? 

I was a young child traveling to Bombay - 
now Mumbai - to see my relatives. My uncle 
insisted that I travel with him to one of the slums 
near his family's home. I was shocked by what 
I saw. There were pits of open sewage, and 
children were running through garbage and waste. 
It was clear that none of those kids went to school, 
and despite being around my own age, they all 
looked thinner and smaller and more frail than I. 
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The image of those children has stuck with me for 
a long, long time. We were the same age and the 
same race, but the lottery of life guaranteed that 
we would have very different futures. As we were 
leaving that slum, there was another image that 
also stuck with me. There was a billboard 
describing a local water-treatment system that the 
city was putting in place, with the support of the 
U.S. government. And right in the middle of this 
billboard was a logo depicting a handshake: the 
logo of USAID. 

How is USAID's work important to 
U.S. national security? 

There's a clear recognition that our work in 
fragile states to fight and end hunger, and the 
instability that results from food riots that we 
see in so many parts of the world, and our 
efforts to help people get access to health and 
economic opportunities, create the sort of 
durable stability that precludes the need for 
military engagement. In some parts of 
Afghanistan, our agriculture programs help 
create a more stable environment so our troops 
don't need to risk their lives securing the space 
with military force. We know in parts of the 
world like Iraq, we are a critical part of the 
effective transition out of combat operations for 
the U.S. military. 



How are you changing the way USAID works? 

I was able to engage in this work for nearly a de- 
cade at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
and see how a businesslike, private-sector, re- 
sults-oriented approach can help us be more 
efficient and gain better outcomes for American 
taxpayers. That's why, in our food-security pro- 
gram, instead of just handing out food and count- 
ing the number of people we've fed, we're focusing 
on how we build strong, private-sector-oriented 
food systems, so that small farmers can grow more 
food and be part of their own solution. It's why, in 
our health program, we're investing in immuniza- 
tion and malaria and HIV prevention, because 
those are the most cost-effective ways to save 
the most lives. 

What are we getting in return for our foreign-aid 
expenditures through USAID? 

Helping a small farm family in sub-Saharan Africa 
feed themselves and go to market with some extra 
product costs one-twentieth of what it costs to feed 
them, and far less than it would cost if we have to 
deal with failed states and widespread social 
instability. So this is not just the right thing to do. 
It is the effective way to protect our national 
security, and it is the smart way to win the future 
in terms of creating economic opportunities for our 
businesses and companies. 
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^ ^ You need to have both the kind of interdiction efforts that make it more difficult 
to be in the poppy business, and also have alternative livelihoods, 
because these are economic decisions that families are making to feed themselves. 



The United States has spent $6.6 billion 
on emergency relief and reconstruction in Iraq 
since March 2003, the largest such effort since 
the Marshall Plan helped rebuild Europe after 
World War II. What are the results? 
In Iraq, we're creating opportunities for women to 
be part of the work force and get an education. 
We're creating an agriculture sector that's able to 
produce grain crops and high value-added produc- 
tion (such as dates and pomegranates). We've 
helped support the development of government 
ministries so that they can let contracts, manage 
programs, and build their own analytical and 
implementation capacity and provide services 
more broadly across the country. They've been so 
effective that, over the course of the last few years 
in particular, our spending has gone down dra- 
matically as the Iraqi government has picked up 
the cost. 

What are the results of our $12.48 billion effort 
in Afghanistan since 2002? 

We've helped farmers clear out their irrigation 
canals, get access to seed and fertilizer, double or 
triple their production, and sell their product, after 
achieving export standards, to Dubai or even the 
U.S. military and other partners. We've seen how 
critical those efforts are to create the kind of 
stability that is the basis for longer-term gains in 
governance and development. We've helped 
increase the number of kids who get an education 
in Afghanistan by 7 million - and more than 
2.3 million of them are girls. In our parliamentary- 
strengthening program, we've helped, in particu- 
lar, women parliamentarians serve their role 
effectively and protect themselves from risk. If you 
want a stable and viable Afghanistan, you need 
women to have an education and opportunities. 

How do you create a situation in Afghanistan 
where wheat, pomegranates and dates can 
compete with opium poppies, which are more 
valuable and important for financing the Taliban? 

You need to have both the kind of interdiction 
efforts that make it more difficult to be in the 
poppy business, and also have alternative liveli- 
hoods, because these are economic decisions that 
families are making to feed themselves. When we 
help them plant wheat and sell wheat into formal 
markets, or when we help them prune a pome- 
granate orchard and link to markets so they can 



sell that output at higher prices, we start to create 
opportunities, so that they don't have to seek illicit 
income that ties them more closely to the Taliban. 
We've done that in many different provinces in 
Afghanistan. You've seen poppy production go 
down, wheat production go up, and the beginnings 
of real export markets and opportunities in 
high-value agriculture that Afghanistan has been 
famous for for centuries. 

How do we make sure U.S. dollars are spent 
appropriately in countries, such as Afghanistan, 
that have a reputation for corruption? 

Since I got here, we've rolled out a program I call 
A3 - or Accountable Assistance for Afghanistan - 
that is a comprehensive effort, partnering with the 
military, to weed out corruption and to ensure that 
U.S. taxpayer resources invested by USAID are not 
subject to corruption. We have enhanced our 
efforts to support prosecution of corruption cases. 
We are tracking the flow of funding to contract 
partners and subcontractors more carefully. We're 
building a mobile-payment system so that Afghan 
public employees can get paid on their mobile 
phones. Since they don't have access to banks, too 
often, if someone's getting paid, banks will charter 
agents to physically send them money. And in 
cases where cash is being handled, there's a risk 
people are taking something off the top. 

How do you ensure the safety of local residents in 
Iraq and Afghanistan who work for USAID? 

They take tremendous risk in this effort of rebuild- 
ing. We've tried to take a number of steps to 
protect their safety. The most important step is 
to design these programs with local communities 
in a consultative way, so that communities 
appreciate the value of the program, communities 
see and feel the benefits of it, and the people 
implementing the programs are respected and 
valued as people who are bringing real benefits 
and opportunities to those communities. But in 
some cases, like building roads and power plants, 
we also rely on security contractors and military 
to provide security. And we try to do that in a way 
that is consultative with the government, so that 
everyone has a vested interest in keeping our 
partners safe. || 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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Twelve for "12 

Tackle your financial resolutions one month at a time. 

— i BY J. J. MONTANARO 




More often than not, the near-term events 
on our calendars or smart phones engulf 
our very existence. Our well-intentioned 
New Year's resolutions quickly become a distant, 
unintelligible voice that doesn't even crack the 
rituals of our daily routines. With that in mind, 
rather than tackle the entire year at once with 
broad New Year's resolutions that lack staying 
power, why not try a more manageable series of 
monthly financial resolutions to help keep you on 
track for 2012? 

JANUARY It's the beginning of a new 
year, and a great time to map out the 
plan for the next 12 months. Key goals 
and milestones should morph from 
vague visions to specific written statements. Be 
definitive in what you want to do and when you 
want to do it. The distinction between "I wish I 
didn't have so much credit-card debt" and "I'll pay 
off $1,000 of credit-card debt by April 1" may not 
seem huge, but being definitive could be the 
difference between success and failure. This 
approach also works for savings goals, big-ticket 
purchases and spending limits, all of which could 
be part of the plan. Want to increase the odds of 
sticking to your plan? Automate it. Whether it's 
setting up savings and investments or making bill 
payments, put it on autopilot this month. 

FEBRUARY Typically, employer pay raises show 
up this month. Instead of letting the increase 
seep into your everyday spending, leverage it to 
support your plan for the year. Bump up what's 
going toward debt, increase 401 (k) or other 
employer-plan contributions, or just set up a 
savings account to build an emergency fund. The 
time to act is now. A small increase can make a 
big difference over time. A mere $100 a month 



growing at 8 percent per year will result in about 
$60,000 in 20 years. In the long run, that's much 
more meaningful than a couple of dinners out 
each month. 

MARCH Spring has sprung, and the financial 
opportunities are blooming. "Spring forward" by 
mapping out vacation plans for the summer, and 
begin setting aside funds for what seems like the 
distant future: the holidays. Clean up around the 
house to identify stuff for an upcoming garage 
sale, to donate to charity or just to remove the 
clutter. While you're at it, spring is a great time to 
inventory personal property. A video/photo record 
or written inventory could save big headaches in 
the wake of a catastrophe. 

APRIL It's tax time, and a big refund 
may bring big smiles. However, 
consider spreading the joy throughout 
the year by cutting off the interest-free 
loan to Uncle Sam by adjusting your tax withhold- 
ing. The IRS's withholding calculator at www. 
irs.gov can be a helpful tool. Don't be an April fool 
and miss out on the opportunities provided by an 
IRA or Roth IRA. Contributions for 2011 are due no 
later than April 17. 

MAY It's graduation month. Unfortunately, droves 
of college graduates, saddled with student-loan 
debt and struggling to find jobs, are being forced 
to repopulate what was an empty nest. And since 
this group doesn't usually impact cash flow in a 
positive way, be prepared with ground rules and 
expectations if this is the case in your house. 




For more financial advice, 
visit Ask the Financial Expert: 

@ www.legion.org/usaa/questions-answers 
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If college is in the future, focus on creating a 
different outcome. If it's coming soon, begin 
the search for potential grants or scholarships 
sooner rather than later. You could also explore 
education opportunities like those offered through 
the military. If college is still far off, this is a 
great time to check in on your college funds, 
or start them. 

JUNE It's wedding month, and the reverberations 
of a big bill may be ringing long after the sound 
of wedding bells fade. Approach this wedding 
season with an eye on sending the newlyweds off 
with a jump-start to their financial union. Instead 
of a blowout wedding, consider redirecting those 
funds to a debt overhaul, down payment on a 
home, or instant emergency fund for the newly- 
weds. Approach and select wedding gifts with 
the same financial savvy. A small memento with 
a nice check could be just what is needed during 
these difficult financial times. 

JULY: July marks the onslaught of 
hurricane season, and the tornado 
season is well under way. This month, 
review homeowner's insurance with an 
eye on replacement cost. Replacement cost should 
reflect the expenses of rebuilding your home, not 
necessarily the actual value of your home. Also, 
ensure that the liability limit on your policy is 
adequate. A broad rule of thumb is that your 
liability coverage should be one to two times your 
net worth. If something goes awry at the Fourth of 
July party and a lawsuit ensues, liability coverage 
can help protect against a financial catastrophe. 

AUGUSTAs students everywhere return to the 
classroom, it presents an opportunity for all: 
tax-free shopping. Take advantage of the savings, 
popular across the country, to restock your closets 
sans tax. If you're in the back-to-school mode, 
start financial lessons early with a budgeting 
exercise for your kids or grandkids. Give them a 
set dollar amount, have them create a list, and 
send them off to shop. Money left over could 
mean a new video game. 

SEPTEMBER This is National Life Insurance 
Awareness Month. And while that may sound like 
a self-serving sales pitch, don't discount the 





importance of periodically assessing your family's 
needs. Coverage levels, policy types and benefi- 
ciary arrangements all deserve scrutiny as you 
assess your coverage. While you're at it, use the 
opportunity to explore all of your insurance: life, 
health, disability, long-term care, home and aj*to 
liability. Every life event, such as marriage* mvoit^^ 
or new children, should be accompanied by a v^^r 
review of insurance coverage. 

OCTOBER Traditionally, this is a good 
time to get a good deal on a new car 
as dealers make room for next year's 
models. Buck the trend and avoid the 
pressure. Instead, focus on using that money to 
eliminate debt and add to savings and investments. 
No car payment means more money to meet your 
other financial goals Also, don't let financial 
mischief spook you. Check your credit report to 
ensure accuracy at www.annualcreditreport.com. 

NOVEMBER The holiday season is upon us. As the 
family gathers, it's a great time for frank discus- 
sions about financial roles, responsibilities and 
readiness if tragedy strikes. It's difficult to meet 
expectations or carry through a loved one's wishes 
if they remain a mystery. Consider using a little 
downtime during the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays to iron out the planning details in your 
family. For many employees, this is also the time 
to update your benefits at work. Review offerings 
with an eye on gaps in your coverage and ways to 
positively impact 2013. 

DECEMBER To avoid the usual holiday debt hang- 
over, shop with a list in hand and funds set aside 
over the course of the year. This is also year-end 
tax time, so don't forget required minimum 
distributions from retirement plans or IRAs, 
possibly harvesting tax losses from investment 
portfolios to capture a potential tax deduction, and 
pumping up contributions to employer retirement- 
savings plans. Don't forget about year-end chari- 
table donations of cash and property. And get 
ready to start all over again in 2013. || 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USA A Financial Planning Services, one of the USAA 
family of companies. USAA is The American 
Legion's preferred provider for financial services. 
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"America is the one place where, no 
matter who you are or where you come 
from, you can achieve your dreams. 
Through hard work, persistence and an 
attitude of never giving up, we have the 
freedom to pursue whatever goals we set. 
Let it not be forgotten that the sacrifices * 
our troops make every day 
are the reason we enjoy 
these freedoms. We must not A ^J ^K 
waste this precious gift. 
May God bless and 
protect our troops!" 




Daniel 'Rudy' Ruettiger 

otivational speaker, former Notre Dame football pi; 



The third of 14 children, Ruettiger joined the Navy 
after high school and served for two years. On his 
fourth try, he was accepted to the University of 
Notre Dame, where he dreamed of playing for 
the Fighting Irish football team. He earned a spot 
on the scout team, and in his last opportunity to 
play for Notre Dame at home, Ruettiger was put 
into the game. On his second play, he sacked 
Georgia Tech's quarterback and was the first of 
only two Notre Dame players to be carried off the 
field by their teammates. Ruettiger's story is told 
in the 1993 hit film "Rudy." 
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DeodoroM. James V. By n urn Edward C. Ralph P. Bozella Richard W. 

Aguilar Landis Anderson 




DELAWARE 
Lyman R. 
Brenner 



DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 
Arturo Rivera 



FLORIDA FRANCE 
Robert J. Proctor Liam Kane 



GEORGIA 
Charles F. 
Wessinger 



HAWAII 
Andrew W. 
Johnson 



IDAHO 
Wayne D. 
Mitchell 



ILLINOIS 
Luis V.Gonzalez 




William W. Kile David L.Gough Gerald L.Jacobs 
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ALABAMA ALASKA ARIZONA ARKANSAS CALIFORNIA COLORADO CONNECTICUT 

Jeff McNair Sharon George E. Glen H. Minor Hugh E. James B. Gillis Mary Ann 

Cherrette Cushing Crooks Jr. B. Roczynski 




TEXAS 
J.G.Garza 



UTAH 
NolenW. 
Jackson 



VERMONT 
Francis J. Killay 



WISCONSIN 
Denise H. Rohan 



WYOMING 
Ronald W. Wood 
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RAPID FIRE 





'FOR YOU AND FOR EVERYONE WHO SERVED' 



SAL member Mike Sekletar paints iconic World War II photograph 
onto building as a tribute to veterans, by cameran richardson 

An outside wall of a two-story brick building 
in downtown Amherst, Ohio, was a blank 
canvas until local artist Mike Sekletar came 
along. A Sons of The American Legion member, 
he wanted to use his talents to pay tribute to all 
veterans, and decided to do so by creating a 
mural of Joe Rosenthal's famous photograph of 
the Iwo Jima flag-raising, taken Feb. 23, 1945. 

"I wanted to give back to veterans, and for me 
that's through art and painting," says Sekletar, 
whose father, John, is a Vietnam War Navy 
veteran and member of American Legion Post 
118 in Amherst. 'The (Iwo Jima) photo is so iconic. 
Everyone has seen it, and it signifies something 
different for everyone. For me, it signifies 
freedom." 

On Veterans Day, nearly 1,000 people gathered 
outside the Park Avenue building to dedicate 
the mural. 
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Sekletar's work began last August, immediately after he received 
city approval and was promised wall space from the owner of a 
downtown office building, local attorney Frank Janik. Soon Sekletar 
and a friend, Ryan Shannon, were up on scaffolding, painting a 
20-by-35-foot re-creation of the flag-raising photograph. The project 
took nearly three months and more than 250 hours. 

The two artists prepped the side of the building by painting it a 
light gray, then used an overhead projector during evening hours to 
outline the five Marines and Navy hospital corpsman. Once the 
outlining was complete, the mural took shape as Sekletar and 
Shannon shaded in the figures using dramatic shades of gray, black 
and white. 

"It's such an important photo that I wanted to get it absolutely 
perfect," Sekletar said. "I didn't use color because I wanted to stay 
true to the original photo, which is black and white. Plus, a black- 
and-white photo is just more striking, and the image itself doesn't 
need to be color because it's so strong." 

Yet after another look at the building and the mural, Sekletar 
rethought the use of color through a symbol. "I thought a real flag at 
the top of the building would just set the mural off," he says. He 
decided to incorporate a U.S. flag that would fly from a 14-foot 
aluminum pole extending from the building's roof line. 

"We have a 48-star flag to stay true to the photo," Sekletar said. 
"Now, the only color in the mural is the flag, because that's what the 
photo is about - the American flag lives and carries on." 

Sekletar's SAL Squadron 118 donated four flags, including the one 
currently flying; the others are backups. And although Sekletar 
personally financed the mural, additional support came from a few 
private donations and from passersby who put money in a plastic tip 
jar attached by rope to the scaffolding. The local Sherwin-Williams 
store also donated paint and brushes. 

"Everyone in the town, especially my post and my father, has really 
been amazing and supportive of the project," Sekletar said. "When 
Ryan and I were outside painting, people stopped by and thanked us 
for what we were doing. But I would say, 'No, thank you. This is for 
you and for everyone who has served.' I even met a handful of World 
War II veterans who came into town to see us working on the mural. 
It's just been a very gratifying and amazing experience." 

A granite plaque on the far right of the mural reads, "We will never 
forget the courage, honor and sacrifice of the men and women who 
served our country for our freedom." 

To maintain the painting, Sekletar says he plans to raise funds by 
selling personalized paving stones that will eventually be set in front 
of the mural. 

"People ask me if I'll paint another mural like this, and I say maybe 
on a smaller scale, because I want this one to be the only one like it," 
Sekletar says. "I want it to be one of a kind. I really feel privileged and 
honored to be able to do something like this for our veterans." 

Cameran Richardson is assistant web editor for The American Legion. 




[VERBATIM] 

"\ believe that should be the rule." 

Bill Clinton, telling MSNBCs 
Joe Scarborough that U.S. presidents should 
be able to serve more than two terms 

44 The U.S. government has 
no evidence that any life 
exists outside our 
planet, or that an 
extraterrestrial 
presence has 
contacted or 
engaged any 
member of the 
human race." 

Phil Larson of the 

White House Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy, responding to a 
petition calling on the 
U.S. government to 
disclose knowledge of or 
communication with, extraterrestrial beings 

"Real class acts, the Chicago Board 
of Trade: this week, it's McDonald's 
job applications they litter from 
the windows. Soulless place." 

Tweet from Occupy Chicago, one of a series of 
nationwide protests against perceived economic 
injustice and corporate greed 

"This will be the most important 
case about the scope of 
Congress 7 regulatory power at 
least since the cases challenging 
the constitutionality of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act and maybe 
since the New Deal." 

Richard Fallon, a constitutional law professor 
at Harvard Law School, on the Supreme Court's 
decision to review the constitutionality of 
President Obama's health-care law 

"l don't get it. I just don't get it. 
And you're not going to get me 
to get it." 

Lt. Col. Jerry Turner, commander of 
3rd Squadron 4th Cavalry Regiment at Shinwar, 
Afghanistan, on the popularity of eyebrow 
grooming among some of his Marines 



Sources: MSNBC, Universe Today, Mediaite, Bloomberg, The Wall Street Journal 



See more photos of the Iwo Jima mural online: 
© www.facebook.com, search for Iwo Jima Mural 
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[STATEMENT] 

44 They were given an 
important job to do, and they 
failed. What this means to the 
future of our military and our 
veterans remains to be seen, 
but the challenges have now 
intensified for those who 
believe in a strong national 
defense and want to protect 
the hard-earned benefits of 
veterans. We are profoundly 
disappointed in the work of 
this committee.' 



National Commander Fang A. Wong, 

on the failure of the bipartisan Joint 
Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction (the so-called 
supercommittee) to reach an 
agreement to cut $1.2 trillion from the 
federal budget over the next decade. 
The deadlock automatically triggers 
$1.2 trillion in budget cuts, including 
$492 billion in defense spending. 



[HOMELAND SECURITY] 

The cost of security 

Has the gusher of post-9/11 homeland-security spending been worth it? 
A recent analysis by The Los Angeles Times lets you be the judge. 
■ A sparsely populated Nebraska county persuaded federal officials that 
al-Qaida could use a ski boat to attack a dam and received $42,000 for diving 
gear, boats and radios. Another county received "thousands of federal 

dollars for cattle nose leads, halters and electric prods - in case 
terrorists decided to mount biological warfare against cows." 
■ In Glendale, Calif., "where police fear militants might be 
eyeing DreamWorks Animation or the Disney creative 
^ campus, a $205,000 homeland-security grant bought a 
9-ton BearCat armored vehicle, complete with turret." 

■ More than $557,000 in rescue and 
communications gear has been sent to North 
Pole, Alaska, and its 1,500 residents. 

■ In the name of homeland security, a $750,000 
"antiterrorism fence," complete with "ram-proof 
wrought iron" and reinforced concrete, was 
built around a VA hospital in Asheville, N.C. 
■ West Virginia got $3,000 for lapel pins. 

■ The federal government spent $1 billion 
on the so-called Secure Border Initiative - 
which promised to use cameras, radar and 
high-tech sensors to staunch the flow of 
illegal immigration from Mexico - before 
cancelling the program. 




2012 LEGION CALENDAR 


L 


EVENT DATE 








Jan. 6-8 


Membership Planning Meeting 


Indianapolis 


IND 


Feb. 22-29 


Department Service Officer 
School/Washington Conference 


Washington 


DCA, 
BWIJAD 


April 13-15 


Oratorical Scholarship Program 


Indianapolis 


IND 


May 5-10 


NEC Spring Meetings 


Indianapolis 


IND 


July 19-28 


Boys Nation 


Washington 


DCA, 
BWIJAD 


July30-Aug.4 


Department Service Officer 
School/Membership Workshop 


Indianapolis 


IND 


Aug. 6-12 


Junior Shooting Sports 3-Position 
Air Rifle National Championship 


Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


COS 


Aug. 8-13 


American Legion 


Various locations 


PWM,PHL, 
CAE, MSY, 


Baseball Regionals 


MBS, DIK, 
BIL, SMF 


Aug. 17-22 


Legion Baseball World Series 


Charlotte, N.C/ 
Spartanburg, S.C. 


CLISPA 


Aug. 21-31 


94th National Convention 


Indianapolis 


IND 


Sept. 21-23 


Children & Youth Conference 


Indianapolis 


IND 


Sept. 28-30 


Americanism Conference 


Indianapolis 


IND 


Oct. 13-18 


NEC Fall Meetings 


Indianapolis 


IND 


0ct.27-Nov.2 


Legion College 


Indianapolis 


IND 



[MEETINGS] 

Discount airfare offered 
for 2012 Legion meetings 

The American Legion has obtained airline 
discounts with American Airlines, Delta 
Airlines and United Airlines for the 
organization's 2012 meetings. 

Those who want National Headquarters to 
obtain their airline tickets can contact Marti 
Wooden, the Legion's in-house travel 
administrator, at (317) 630-1232, from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. EST, or mwooden@legion.org. 
Otherwise, Legionnaires can go through the 
airlines directly to obtain discounts. 

Tickets should be purchased at least 30 days 
prior to traveling. Discounts vary depending on 
hub cities, advance ticketing and booking class 
of service for the reservations. Fees may also 
apply when reservations are made. 




AIRLINE CONTACTS 



American 
Airlines 



Delta Airlines 



United 
Airlines 



1-800-433-1790 - Reference Index No. 22005 



1-800-328-1111 - Refer to File No. NM8MK 



1-800-521-4041 - Reference Tour Code No. 564HT 
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Finally, a cell phone 
that's ... a phone! 

with rates as low as $3.75 per week! 




"Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age and 
get a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, my book group 
made fun of me, and the last straw was when my car broke down, 
and I was stuck by the highway for an hour before someone 
stopped to help. But when I went to the cell phone store, I almost 
changed my mind. The phones are so small I can't see the 
numbers, much less push the right one. They all have 
cameras, computers and a "global-positioning 
something or other that's supposed to spot me 
from space. Goodness, all I want to do is to be 
able to talk to my grandkids! The people at 
the store weren't much help. They couldn't 
understand why someone wouldn't want a 
phone the size of a postage stamp. And the rate 
plans! They were complicated, confusing, and 
expensive... and the contract lasted for two 
years! I'd almost given up when a friend told me 
about her new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have the 
convenience and safety of being able to stay in 
touch. . . with a phone I can actually use." 



The cell phone that's right for me. Sometimes 
I think the people who designed this phone 
and the rate plans had me in mind. The 
phone fits easily into my pocket, and flips 
open to reach from my mouth to my ear. 
The display is large and backlit, so I can 
actually see who is calling. With a 
push of a button I can amplify the 
volume, and if I don't know a 
number, I can simply push "0" for 
a friendly, helpful operator that 
will look it up and even dial it for 
me. The Jitterbug also reduces 
background noise, making the 
sound loud and clear. There's even 
a dial tone, so I know the phone is 
ready to use. 




Affordable plans that I can understand - and no contract to 
sign! Unlike other cell phones, Jitterbug has plans that make 
sense. Why should I pay for minutes I'm never going to use? And 
if I do talk more than I plan, I won't find myself with no 
minutes like my friend who has a prepaid phone. Best of all, there 
is no contract to sign - so I'm not locked in for years at a time 



Monthly Minutes 


50 


100 


Monthly Rate 


$14.99 


$19.99 


Opetatot Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


| Long Distance Calls 


No add'l charge 


No add'l charge 


| Voice Dial 


FREE 


FREE 


Nationwide Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Friendly Return Policy 1 


30 days 


30 days 



More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

or subject to termination fees. The U.S.-based customer 
service is second to none, and the phone gets 
service virtually anywhere in the country. 



Call now and get a FREE Car Charger 
and FREE Leather Carrying Case - a 

$43.99 value. Try Jitterbug for 30 days 
and if you don't love it, just return it 1 . 
Why wait, the Jitterbug comes ready 
to use right out of the box. If 
you aren't as happy with it as I 
am, you can return it for a refund 
of the purchase price. Call now, the 
Jitterbug product experts are ready to 
answer your questions. 



Available in 
Graphite and Red. 



Order now and re- 
ceive a FREE Car 

Charger and a FREE Leather Carrying 



L . flrsfSTREEl 

/fTT^frVI 111 f0r Bopmer5 and Be yond® 

(W I (J —^^^^^^1998 Ruffin Mill Road 

^Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



Jitterbug Cell Phone 

Call today to get your own Jitterbug phone. 

Please mention promotional code 43444. 

1-877-624-4137 

www.jitterbugdirect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. 



visa 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall.AII rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other 
charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug's 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the 
length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone if it is returned within 30 days 
of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will apply for each minute over 30 minutes. The activation fee and shipping 
charges are not refundable. Jitterbug is a registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. Copyright © 201 I GreatCall, Inc. Copyright © 201 I by firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. All 
rights reserved. 
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[MEMORIAM] 



'He was one of our great commanders' 



For Frank Stancil, adjutant for the Department of North 
Carolina, the highlight of his 28 years of American Legion 
involvement was serving as aide to National Commander 
Ray Smith in 2000 and 2001. Smith 
passed away Oct. 26 at 78. 

"It really was an honor to work with 
him," Stancil recalls. "He was a 
genuine, good man, and he had the 
ability to inspire others to do much 
better than they thought they were 
capable. I think we had a very positive 
year together." 

Department of New York Adjutant 
Richard Pedro says Smith worried 
about his age - 67 - when he was 
elected national commander. "I told 
him to hang in there and that he 
would do fine, and he certainly did," 
Pedro says. "He was a very good 
commander, and he was a great person." 

Past National Commander Jake Comer delivered the 
eulogy at Smith's funeral, and says he's received dozens of 
messages from friends about Smith. "The one word used to 
describe Ray in every email is 'gentleman,'" Comer said. 

"When I'd travel to Florida, I'd always stop off and get 
coffee with him and his wife, Helen. One year I didn't get a 
chance to stop on the way down, so I stopped on the way 
back. It happened to be Easter Sunday, and Ray was there 
with his entire family. He told me, Jake, come in here. We're 
just getting ready to have dessert.'" 

A life member of Banner Post 109 in Benson, N.C., Smith 
strongly advocated for a constitutional amendment to 
protect the flag during his year as national commander. He 
also fought for concurrent receipt and the proper handling 
of military absentee ballots nationwide. 




Smith's biggest influence may have been on Legion 
membership. Following his election, he declared the 
membership slide over. Under his leadership, the Legion 
grew to 2.7 million members. Four 
departments had all-time highs in 
membership; another 19 hit 100 percent 
of their membership goal. 

"People just responded well to Ray, 
and he was able to rally the Legion, at 
all levels, around his membership plan," 
Comer said. "We knew he would 
represent the organization very well, 
but he really went above and beyond. 
He was one of our great commanders, 
in my estimation." 

For 26 years, Smith owned and 
operated Benson Electric Co., drawing 
on skills he learned in the Air Force 

Chase Photography . . 

during the Korean War. He also worked 
20 years for the U.S. Postal Service, a bond he shared with 
longtime Department of North Carolina National Executive 
Committeeman Jerry Hedrick, also a USPS retiree. 

"He wasn't flashy," Hedrick says of Smith. "What you saw 
was what you got. But when he spoke, people listened 
because they knew Ray was going to speak the truth. And it 
was never self-serving. It was always for the good of his 
family, for The American Legion or for America's veterans." 

After his year as national commander, Smith went to work 
as Post 109's membership chairman. "Not many people have 
the passion for The American Legion that Ray Smith had," 
Stancil says. "He kept us on the straight and narrow here." 

The Legion simply can't replace a man of Smith's stature, 
Hedrick says. "There's a void there, even if Ray did do a good 
job of mentoring people. He will be missed, both in this 
state and in this nation." 



[MEMORIAM] 

Bil Keane, cartoonist and veteran, dies at 89 



Bil Keane, World War II veteran and 
creator of the long-running "Family 
Circus" comic strip, passed away at his 
home in Arizona on Nov. 8. He was 89. 

Keane's witty cartoons chronicling 
the travails of a typical suburban family 
first appeared in 1960. Today, they are 
featured in some 1,500 newspapers. 

Keane attributed his success and 
longevity to the fact that he offered 
"wholesome family humor and 
entertainment," as AP reports. In a 1995 
interview with AP, "Peanuts" creator 
Charles Schulz tried to explain the 
appeal of "Family Circus" and "Peanuts" 
by noting that both he and Keane 
looked with "great fondness at our 




King Features 



families" and allowed that to steer their 
cartoons. 

Keane, who dropped an "L" from his 
first name during high school "just to 
be different," according to AP, was a 
self-taught artist. He served in the 



Army for three years during World War 
II. Stationed in Australia, Keane drew 
cartoons for Yank magazine and Stars 
and Stripes - and eventually met his 
future wife, Thelma. The two married 
in 1948; she died in 2008. 

Keane wrote more than 40 books 
and produced three cartoon TV 
specials, as the Los Angeles Times 
recalled in its remembrance of the 
beloved illustrator. 

The good news for "Family Circus" 
fans is that the cartoon strip lives on. 
Keane's son, Jeff, took over for his 
father in recent years, as the elder 
Keane enjoyed a well-deserved 
retirement. 
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ANNOUNCING PRE-RELEASE OFFER FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS 



2012 SILVER 

AMERICAN EAGLES 

The highly anticipated pre-release for the new 201 2 Silver 
American Eagles is here! And, for a limited time you can order 
this passionately popular coin at the special pre-release price of 
only $45.00*. Demand for these silver coins will be as strong as ever 
and we anticipate a flood of new orders during this limited time offer. 

Genuine United States Legal Tender 

These amazing Eagles are the "real thing/' genuine U.S. legal ten- 
der. . .they're not private mint issues or commemoratives. And because 
the Silver American Eagle is a genuine U.S. legal tender coin, their 
precious metal content, a full loz of silver, is backed and guaranteed 
by the full faith of the U.S. government. In addition, we guarantee 
your satisfaction with our 10-day in home inspection period. 

Act Now for Special Pre-Release Price 

Order yours today for only $45.00.* But don't wait, order now 
because any rise in the price of silver could force us to withdraw this 
offer at anytime and without further notice. 

CALL NOW TOLL FREE (800) 323-5055 

This offer may change depending on the current market price for silver. 
The expected ship date for your order is mid January 201 2 and is pending their release from the U.S. Mint. 



INTERNATIONAL 
CURRENCY 

8725 EASTEX FREEWAY • BEAUMONT, TX 77708 




IC# 2AL112 




OFFICIAL MILITARY KNIT HATS & RINGS 



EMBROIDERED KNIT HATS ACRYLIC WARM ULTRA SOFT WITH EVERY BRANCH LOGOS! 

You'll be proud to wear the service knit hat dedicated to every military who served in every branch, war of our Armed Forces. 




ONL Y $ 1 9 95 2 F0R 0NLY $ 3 £m 




Military Service Ringsj 



Lifetime i 
Warranty 



)m 

"Army ^ 

Navy 

Sugg* Retail Only 

J*50°+~ $Ef%95 m Marin* 
Your Price: Zm *Teach free gift pouch* 



FREE 

HAT WITH 
ANY RING! 

Value of 

$19 95 




"Also Available in Coast Guard 



30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE il^ssh. 



^ | Send to: Rush Industries, Inc. Dept. RK386MA 
263 Horton Highway, Mineola NY 11501 

Please indicate style, quantity, and ring size: ^JjJJ* 

i Stripes 



Air Force 

Our richly crafted pure white rhodium plated rings with 18K gold plated insignias. Perfect 
for gift giving. Your military ring will be a treasured keepsake for generations to come. 

special: Any 2 Rings for Only $99 + Free hat! order NOW! 



Army Navy Marines Air Fret 

























Wfi, 



Military KNIT HATS 
Military Serves Ring 

Ring Size: » * ™ 1 1 12 13 14 IE 

Add $4.95 S&H +$1.95 for each add' I item. 

□ Add $3.00 for Express service ($-7 business days). 

Note: For persona! checks, there wii be a f 0 day vartGcation delay. 
Enclosed is check or money order for $ Or Charge my: 

□ ussi □< 

Account #_ 

Name 

Address 

City: 



| Exp. Date . 



State. 



ORDER BY PHONE: (516)741-0346 
OR www.RushIndustries.com/RK386MA 
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[PERSONAL COMPUTING] 

Dump or donate? What to do with that old PC 

BY REID GOLDSBOROUGH 

Much is written about acquiring personal computers: 
what kind of machine to buy, which brands are most 
reliable, where to get good deals. Less is written about what 
to do with a machine when you have no more use for it. 

Disposing of PCs is a big issue. Approximately 50 million 
desktop, laptop, notebook and netbook computers become 
obsolete every year, according to the National Recycling 
Coalition. Whether you use computers in your home, small 
office or large organization, you have five choices: trash it, 
sell it, donate it, recycle it or reuse it. 

Placing a PC out with the garbage may be common 
enough, but it's the worst option. It just fills up landfills, and 
can potentially pollute underground aquifers with lead, 
mercury, arsenic, cadmium and other toxic substances. And 
depending on where you are, and whether you're a business 
or a household, it may be illegal. 

If the computer is two years old or newer, you can try 
selling it on eBay or Craigslist. Don't expect to obtain nearly 
as much as you paid, with PC technology advancing quickly 
and prices low for new and more powerful computers. 

Donating a computer to an organization that can use it is 
a good option. Among local organizations that may accept 
computer donations are schools, churches, senior centers 
and libraries. Newer computers are typically more desirable. 

The National Cristina Foundation was set up specifically to 
put individuals and organizations who want to donate PCs 
in touch with individuals and organizations who can use 
them. Another way to find local groups is by Googling 
"donate computers" followed by your city or a nearby one. 

If the PC isn't functioning, you can take or send it to a 
computer-recycling facility, which will retrieve the usable 
parts and materials. Sometimes a small fee is involved. 

The office-supply chain Staples offers recycling programs 
not only for PCs, but also for office electronics such as copy 
machines, personal electronics such as smart phones and 
digital cameras, inkjet-printer cartridges, and rechargeable 
batteries. 



Dell and Hewlett-Packard are among the PC 
manufacturers that offer comprehensive in-house 
computer-recycling services, for their equipment as well as 
that of other manufacturers. Both companies provide 
incentives for you to replace the donated machine or 
machines by purchasing from them. 

Some cities and towns have an annual recycling day, 
when you can drop off old equipment for free. Another way 
to find local recycling services near you is to Google "recycle 
computers" followed by the name of your city. 

A lot of organizations and families reuse older computers 
by passing them down the hierarchy, giving new PCs to 
those who can benefit most from the extra speed or 
capacity. Another option is coming up with new uses for the 
old PC, such as using it as a file server, print server, Web 
server, or home-security controller. You can also keep an 
older PC or two around to salvage parts as needed, such as a 
keyboard, mouse, monitor or hard drive. 

If you get rid of an old PC, take precautions to prevent 
personal information you may have stored on your hard 
drive from getting into the wrong hands. Simply deleting 
the relevant files isn't good enough, because this just 
deletes pointers to the files without deleting the actual data. 
Similarly, reformatting the drive also makes it possible for 
someone to later retrieve your data. 

The best way to go is using a file shredder, which 
repeatedly overwrites the data to ensure that it can't be 
recovered. These programs often come bundled in other 
software, such as McAfee Total Protection. Or you can use a 
stand-alone freeware program such as Free File Shredder. 

Don't go overboard, as some do, by smashing the 
computer's hard drive with a hammer or sledgehammer. 
That destroys the drive along with the data. 

Reid Goldsborough is a syndicated columnist and author 
of "Straight Talk About the Information Superhighway." 
reidgold@comcast.net 




The Most Comfortable Socks You'll Ever Wear! 

- Non-Binding Socks 
Not Just For Diabetics 

• Improve Circulation 
^» 24 Hour Comfort & Support 

• Cool Breathable Cotton 

^ • Unique Knit Keeps Feet 
Cool & Dry 

• Extra Long Generous Cut 

Won't Bind or 
Fall Down! 

Recommended For Diabetics, Chronic 
* Foot Problems, Edema, Poor 
Circulation, Cold & Sensitive Feet 




www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (website offers may vary) 



Cool, Durable, Comfortable 

If you suffer from Diabetes or have any other 
foot or circulation problems, these socks are 
just for you. Non-binding top is specially de- 
signed to reduce pressure on sensitive legs 
and feet. Unique weave of cotton/nylon allows 
circulation of air that pro- 
vides extra "breathing" 
power for increased en- 
ergy to your legs for 24 
J hour comfort and support. 
Made in the U.S.A. Hurry 
and order today! 



Non Binding Top 



Diabetic Socks 



90653 


90668 


90669 


90654 


90666 


90667 


Natural 


White 


Black 


Natural 


White 


Black 


Men's 


Men's 


Men's 


Ladies' 


Ladies' 


Ladies' 


Sz. 10-13 


Sz. 10-13 


Sz. 10-13 


Sz. 9-11 


Sz. 9-11 


Sz. 9-11 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 


Qty 



. Pair(s) Diabetic Socks @ $4.97 each pair 



CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 



Regular Shipping & Handling Add $2.95 for first pair 
Add $1 .00 for each additional pairs ordered 



□ 



^ FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 



Please Print Clearly 



TOTAL $ 



$2.95 



□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards | Dept. 63801 

Card# 



Expiration Date 



/ 



Name _ 



Address . 
City 



_ST Zip_ 



Daytime Phone #_ 



Email Address- 



Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 



RAPID FIRE 



PERSONAL FINANCE 

Stick to financial plan in 2012 




THE JOB FRONT 



[CAREERS] 

Eight resume tips for 
military, veterans 

No one gets hired from a resume. The 
only function of the resume is to get an 
interview. Be realistic in your expectations. 

■ Prominently position your phone 
number and email address. These are how 
most people will communicate with you. If 

employers have to 
search for your 
contact info, they'll 
quickly move on to 
the next person. 
■ Make your email 
address a live link. 
A prospective 
employer can email 
you with just one click. 

■ Include a live link to your Linkedln 
profile. Linkedln profiles are a must in a 
professional job search, so be sure to 
include a link to yours at the top of 
your resume. 

■ Keep your resume on one page, when 
you can. There is no rule stating that your 
resume must fit on one page. If you're 22, it 
most likely will. But if you're 42 with a solid 
work history, it probably won't, and that's 
OK, too. 

■ Focus on achievements, not 
responsibilities. Bottom line, everyone in 
the infantry does the same thing. The same 
is true for everyone in logistics, intelligence, 
training, etc. What distinguishes one from 
another is how well he or she does the job, 
so showcase your achievements and give 
yourself a competitive edge. 

■ Write keyword-rich resumes. Nine times 
out of 10, a computer will read your resume 
before a person does. If you have the right 
keywords, your resume will be passed on to 
a person. If you don't, that's the end of that 
position. Make sure your resume contains 
the right keywords for the positions and 
industries you are targeting. 

■ Include just highlights. If you've 
attended 15 training programs, spoken 
at 22 conferences, won 12 honors or have 

a lengthy list of any items, only include the 
highlights. Nowhere is it written that a 
resume must be a comprehensive 
autobiographical document of your entire 
life. In fact, it should not be. 

Wendy Enelow is co-author of "Expert Resumes 
for Military-to-Civilian Transitions" and 
"Executive Resume Toolkit" 




We're rolling into the new year 
with high hopes that 2012 will be 
a great one. We've already 
drafted our list of "money 
must-do's" and encourage you to 
do the same. 
However, making that 
list is a far cry from 
seeing it through. 
With that in mind, 
we've come up with 
three practical tips to 
help your resolutions 
become reality and 
not roadkill. 

■ Have a plan with a vision. 
Whether you're intent on 
spending less, paying off debt or 
achieving another goal, you 
should have a written plan. It 
doesn't need to be complicated, 
but it does need to be obvious - 
tape it to the refrigerator, your 
closet door, or wherever it can be 
a constant reminder of your 
goals. Then create your personal 
vision of that success. Maybe it's 
staring at your dream home, 
standing on the green, or just 
going to the mailbox with 
absolute certainty that nothing 
scary awaits. A little imagery can 
go a long way. 

■ Reward yourself along the 
way, and report up. No matter 
the task, a singular focus without 
a break can spell disaster. You've 
been there before - a binge of 
sweets after weeks of dieting, or 



FINANCIAL 
FOOTLOCKER 




a shopping spree that sinks 
months of frugality. Instead, 
include some modest "atta boys" 
along the way. Got that first 
credit card paid off? Celebrate 
the success with 
dinner out with your 
spouse or a friend. In 
fact, your spouse or 
friend may make the 
ideal accountability 
partner. Whether 
you're watching what 
you eat or trying to 
exercise more, 
knowing someone will be there 
to give you a pat on the back or a 
kick on the backside when you 
need one is helpful. 
■ Set achievable goals. 
Be realistic. In many cases it 
may be a multiyear endeavor, 
but one of the quickest ways to 
ensure failure is to set goals 
that are nothing but a dream. 
That leads to feeling 
discouraged, and ultimately 
throwing in the towel. The 
only way to eat that elephant 
is one bite at a time. 

June Lantz \N albert and} J. 
Montanaro are certified financial 
planners for USAA, The American 
Legion's preferred provider of 
financial services. Submit 
questions for them online. 
€S www.legion.org/ 
financialfootlocker 



[EDUCATION] 

Transfer of Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits adjustable 



MYGI BILL 



Q: / transferred my Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits to my 
son and daughter. She has been attending college 
and has two more months of entitlement. My son, 
however, does not want to attend college. Can I 
transfer the benefits I gave him to my daughter? 
A: After Post-9/11 entitlement has been transferred 
to your children or spouse, you may increase, 
decrease or revoke the transfer at any time. 

Valerie Vigil is a past vice president of the National 
Association of Veterans' Program Administrators. Send Gl Bill questions to her 
by email, askvalerie@legion.org 
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Technology Update 



Now there's a great 
alternative to expensive 
hearing assistance 



Introducing Perfect Choice HD - 
It's the innovative, intelligent and 
the volume on life. 

Are you tired of missing out on 
conversations and constantly having 
to say "Can you repeat that?" You're 
not alone. At times, almost everyone would 
like to be able to amplify conversations, TV 
dialogue, church sermons and even birds 
chirping. But do you really want to fork out 
thousands of dollars for a hearing aid? Now, 
there is an attractive alternative. It's called 
Perfect Choice HD™, the perfect choice for 
high definition sound amplification. 

First of all, Perfect Choice HD™ is not a 
hearing aid; it is a PSAP or Personal 
Sound Amplification Product. Until 
PSAPs, everyone was required to see the 
doctor, have hearing tests, have fitting 
appointments (numerous visits) and 
then pay for the instruments. These devices 
can cost up to $5000 each! Now, there's 
another choice: Perfect Choice HD™. 

Perfect Choice HD™ is designed to help 
you turn up the volume in a variety of 
situations, particularly those where you 
want to hear what someone is saying. 
Most people can hear a car door slam or a 
helicopter overhead but understanding what 
people are saying can be a challenge. That's 
why Perfect Choice HD™ amplifies sounds, 
especially consonants like G, F, and B, in the 
range in which most people speak. The 
receiver, which hides behind your ear, picks 

Important facts you should know 
about Personal Sound Amplification 
Products (PSAPs): 

Not all PSAPs are created equal. Some simply 
amplify volume across all frequencies. If 
dialogue gets louder but background noise 
does too, it defeats the purpose. Look for 
one that provides extra amplification from 
1000-2000 Hz- (the range of normal human 
conversation) and minimizes background noise. 
Quality components are key. Technology is 
only as good as the product itself. Making 
something smaller doesn't necessarily make it 
better. Make sure the product is durably 
constructed and easy to use. Look for one that 



"Reading Glasses for your Ears™" 
virtually invisible way to turn up 



up the sounds and transmits them through 
the transparent hearing tube into the ear 
canal. It's that simple! You can even adjust 
the degree of background noise cancellation 
depending upon if you are in a noisy or quiet 
situation. The volume control and pivoting 
hearing tube are easy to adjust and the 
multiple-sized ear tips let you customize the 
unit for comfort and performance. The unit 
even remembers your favorite settings 

Are you or a loved one 
frustrated in these situations? 

• Restaurants • Dinner parties 
• Outdoor conversations 
• Lectures • Sermons 
• Meetings 
... and other times where you 
need to turn up the volume 

you don't have to do a thing except turn it 
on and put it in. Even your best friends 
won't know you're wearing it unless they 
notice you aren't saying "Pardon me?" or 
"What did you say?" 

Hearing is believing! Why spend 
another day struggling to understand 
what your friends, children, grandchildren- 
even your favorite TV characters- are 

has a Memory Setting so you don't have to 
reprogram it every time you turn it off. 
No one... including you... should know it's 
there. Insist on a PSAP that hides behind 
your ear and uses a clear hearing tube to 
get sound to the ear canal. This "Open Ear" 
technology makes the product much less 
intrusive and much more comfortable. 
One size doesn't fit all. Everyone is different, so 
PSAPs need to be versatile. Get one with a 
volume control, multiple "situation" settings 
and a variety of ear tips. 
Simple to use. Look for one that's ready to 
use right out of the box. Get one with 
batteries that are easy to change and that 
comes with step-by-step instructions and an 
easy-to-understand DVD. 




Affordable, Simple to use, 
Virtually impossible to see 

saying. Perfect Choice HD™ comes with a 
two-month "No Questions Asked" trial 
period. All we request is that you try the 
product for at least 15 days. This will give you 
an opportunity to test it in a variety of 
situations and hear the many benefits it has to 
offer. After that, if you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it within 60 days of 
the purchase date for a refund of the product 
purchase price. Note- Perfect Choice HD™ is 
a personal sound amplification product, not a 
hearing aid. If you believe you need a hearing 
aid, please consult a physician, audiologist or 
other properly licensed professional for a 
thorough hearing examination. 

Perfect Choice HD™ 

Personal Sound Amplification Product 

Call now and get our lowest price 
ever along with a FREE starter set 

including 
6 batteries, extra ear tips, a cleaning 
tool and a travel storage case. 

1-888-464-1886 

Please mention promotion code 
43445. 



Perfect 
Choice HD 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road • Colonial Heights, VA 23834 
Not available in the state of Washington. 



How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 



Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 



memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

3rd Air Rescue Det 1 (Korea, 1951-1953), 

Memphis, TN, 5/8-10, William Price, 
(205) 339-0960, wpprice@bellsouth.net; 
475th Ftr Grp, Ontario, CA, 4/5-8, Perry 
Dahl, (813) 265-1133, pdah11@verizon. 
net; 555th MILPHAP Advisory Team 86 
(Tan An, Vietnam), Kansas City, MO, 6/8-10, 
Scott Harris, (913) 780-4831, harrisscott36@ 
yahoo.com 

ARMY 

22nd Replacement Bn (Cam Rahn Bay, 
Vietnam), Waimanalo, HI, 2/24-25, Lincoln 
Yamashita, (808) 259-5316; ASA (SE Asia), 



Charleston, SC, 6/20-24, J.R. Frankenburger, 
(814) 643-6106, tvchieu@yahoo.com; 
Army Chaplains & Chaplains Assistants, 

Tampa, FL, 5/30-6/2, Lamar Hunt, (352) 687-1559, 
lamarhunt@comcast.net 

JOINT 

Anzio Beachhead Vets (WWII), Pensacola, FL, 
3/7-11, John Boiler, (631) 691-5002, jboller203@ 
optimum.net 

MARINES 

Ammo Co, San Antonio, 5/2-5, Tom Crotty, 
(513) 451-4694, tomandcar@fuse.net; Avn Recon 
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World's Largest Selection of Walking Canes! 



Order our 

FREE 

Catalog 




Custom 
Engraving 
Available! 



Call 1 -877-401 -4057or Visit our Online Store 
www.FashionableCanes.com 



HALF PRICE! 



Five World War II Coins 

JUST $29 




US. Walking Liberty Silver Half Dollar, 

US. Wartime Alloy Jefferson Nickel, VF 
US. 3-Coin 1943 Lincoln Steel Cent Set, VF 
These beloved coins familar to the 
Greatest Generation, are quickly 
disappearing from view and no longer 
found in pocket change. The Walking 
Liberty silver half dollar was up for 
retirement after 1941 , but the patriotic 
coin was extended. The Jefferson 5 
cent piece contains copper, silver and 
manganese, but no nickel. Our complete 
3 -coin World War II steel cent set comes 
in a custom case. Our choice of dates. 
Reg. $59.95. 5 Coin Set: $29 (#44686). 
30-Day No-Risk Home Examination: 
Money-Back Guarantee. NO ON 
APPROVAL COINS SENT. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5216, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.com/deals | N5216 



Assn (VMJ, VMCJ, VMO, VMFP, VMAQ, VMP, 
VMFA AW, VMU and VMD Sqdns), Nashville, 
TN, 5/10-14, Dana Nachtrieb, (719) 207-4399, 
dcnachtrieb@bresnan.net 

NAVY 

Abnaki ATF 96, Erlanger, KY, 9/5-8, Joe 
Colombara, (618) 344-8869, joec96@att.net; 
Bataan CVL 29/LHD 4, Portland, ME, 5/16-19, 
Sando Cosenza, (480) 753-4771, scosenza1@ 
cox.net; Donner LSD 20, Louisville, KY, 
5/17-20, Dennis Heimbach, (610) 775-7539, 
dheimb@1 usa.com; Eaton DD/DDE 510, 
San Diego, 4/23-29, Tom Weiss, (815) 471-1878, 
catsupman@optonline.net; Essex CV/CVA/ 
CVS 9 & LHD 2, Irving, TX, 5/20-27, Charles 
Fiedler, (972) 690-6329, chuck.fiedler@juno.com; 
IUWG-1 (All Units), Gautier, MS, 5/17-20, Wallace 
Tillman, (228) 990-9111, wtillman30@yahoo. 
com; IwoJima LPH/LHD 7 (All Ships), Hampton, 
VA, 6/6-10, Robert McAnally, (757) 723-0317, 
yujack@megalink.net; LSMR S 188-199, Grand 
Rapids, Ml, 6/14-17, Betty Wedge, (616) 842-9212, 
betty_wedge@hotmail.com; Nicholas DD/DDE 
449 & FFG 47, San Diego, 4/22-26, Ken Clouston, 
(928) 634-7176, kcloust@commspeed.net; 
Pharris DE/FF 1094, Baltimore, 7/19-22, Chris 
Christenson, (410) 757-2313, pharris.1094@gmail. 
com; Portsmouth CL 102 (1945-1949), Herndon, 
VA, 4/26-30, Walt Hohner, (732) 463-1745, 
wphohner@aol.com; San Pablo AVP/AGS 30, 
Buffalo, NY, 5/3-6, Stuart Norris, (585) 223-2713, 
stuenormus@msn.com; Tennessee BB 43, San 
Diego, 5/29-6/1, John Dussault, (858) 676-0765, 
jcdusso@yahoo.com 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Post 179, Ml: David Buist, Marvin Groendyke 

IN SEARCH OF 

1/10 Cav 4th Inf Div LZ Action Black Hawk, 

Hwy 19 (An Khe & Pleiku, Vietnam, 

1969-1971), Danny Gonzales, (661) 865-0227, 

dannyg744@gmai.com 
1st Div 1/16th Inf B Co (1967), Buster Young, 

(918)519-5731 
2nd Mar Div FMF (Boot Camp, Camp Lejeune, 

NC, 1951-1954) Al Heidler, (954) 784-5943, 

mhy5942@hotmail.com 
61st FA Bn 1st Cav Div, Bill Stewart, (812) 894- 

2802, wespjs@aol.com 
74th Ord SD Co & 61st Ord Grp Baseball Team 

(Fort Bliss, TX, 1962-1964), Kenneth Ruben, 

(412) 341-8455 
84th Inf 334th Rgt G Co (Germany, 1945), 

RoyHolten, (859) 341-7471 



This Holiday Season, 
Give The Gift Of A Smft 



f 




Free cleft surgery which takes as little 
as 45 minutes and costs as little as 
$250, can give desperate children not 
just a new smile — but a new life. 



"...one of the most 
productive charities — 
dollar for deed — in the world.' 

— The New York Times 



Your support can provide free treatment 
for poor children with clefts . 

□ $250 Surgery. □ $125 Half surgery. □ $50 Medications. □$ 



Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Address 

Telephone — 



_Zip _ 



Credit Card # 

□Visa □ MasterCard ClAMEX □Discover 
□ My check is enclosed. 



_ City 

_ eMail _ 



-State _ 



. Expin 



Signature . 



Z12011128ZFBY28 



Smile Train, P.O. Box 96211, Washington, DC 20090-6211 



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org or call: 1-800-932-9541 

bmilelrain 




-\ Changing The World One Smile At A Time. 



According to the U.S. Government, women should take sufficient levels of folic acid (400 micrograms/day) during pregnancy to help prevent neural tube defects and reduce the 
risk for cleft lip and palate. When folic acid is taken one month before conception and throughout the first trimester, it has been proven to reduce the risk for neural tube defects 
by 50 to 70 percent. Be sure to receive proper prenatal care, quit smoking and drinking alcohol and follow your health care provider's guidelines for foods to avoid during preg- 
nancy. Foods to avoid may include raw or undercooked seafood, beef, pork or poultry; delicatessen meats; fish that contain high levels of mercury; smoked seafood; fish exposed 
to industrial pollutants; raw shellfish or eggs; soft cheeses; unpasteurized milk; pate; caffeine; and unwashed vegetables. For more information, visit www.SmileTrain.org. Smile 
Train is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Smile Train are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. © 201 2 Smile Train. 



86th Black Hawk Inf Div Org (Europe & 

Philippines, 1942-1946), Bob Bookbinder, 

(954) 974-3511, caroned@aol.com 
1 01 st Abn (1 967-1 968), Les Chadwick, 

(413) 489-3079 
123rd Sig Bn (Wurzburg, Germany, 1987-1989), 

Kirby Mabery, kirby.mabery@yahoo.com 
553rd Eng Float Bridge (Tuy Hoa, Pleiku 

& Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam, 1965-1971), 

Clyde Phillips, (530) 662-6999, genephil@ 

cwnet.com 
984th MP Co (Fort Carson, CO, Stockade, 

1970-1971), Dennis Patridge, (260) 493-7280, 

hoosierdenny@hotmail.com 
A Co 3rd Pit 2/39th Inf 9th Div (Vietnam), 

Bill Hinderer, (207) 766-2636 
Able Btry 1st Bn 10th Mar (NELM & Camp 

Lejeune, 1957), F. O'Brien, (570) 751-3078, 

fob36902@aol.com 
Cening County LST 846 (Vietnam), Bob Harrill, 

(920) 676-3792, mharrl@aol.com 
Co 350 (Sampson NTC, 1945), Gordon Knapp, 

(315) 839-5482, knappga@msn.com 
Gen. W.P. Richardson AP 118 (Boston & 

New York), Bob Viera, (508) 994-7914 
HC7(NAS Atsugi, Japan, 1967-1968), 

Chuck Coates, (863) 386-1260 
Kishwaukee AOG 9 (WWII, Korea & Vietnam), 

Keven Maloney, (516) 481-5872, raftingnut@ 

gmail.com 

LCU Div 13 (Christmas Island, Australia, 

1962), Randell Miller, (956) 262-6533, 

milandrandy83@yahoo.com 
Med Det 24th Inf Div Arty (Japan & Korea, 

1949-1951), Clarence Agee, (919) 499-4804, 

sage188@windstream.net 
Mills Bldg (Navy, San Francisco, 1944), 

Joe McClellan, (530) 529-1010, jroch@ 

mymilveteran.com 



Northampton CLC 1 (1955-1957) & Pit 11 
(Parris Island, SC, 1955), Wayne Kent, 
(704) 985-3462 

Tank Co 34th Inf Rgt (Korea, 1955-1956), 

Charles Cole, (217) 234-3730 
Winnebago WPG 40 (1958), Eugene Mansfield, 
(541)440-3253 

TAPS 

Claude Carpenter, Dept. of Arkansas. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1957-1958, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 
1970-1971, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1955-1958, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 1956-1957, Nat'l Constitution & 
Bylaws Cmte. Memb. 1961-1963, Nat'l Sec. 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1963-1964, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1963-1965 and 

1989- 2005, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965, Nat'l 
Internal Affairs Cmsn. Memb. 1967-1971, 
Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Consultant 1971-1988, 
Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 1988-1989, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1989-1990, 1991-1994, 
1999-2000, 2001-2002 and 2005-2009, Nat'l 
Citizens Flag Alliance Memb. 1998-1999 and 
2002-2005, Nat'l Legis. Cmns. Liaison Cmte. 
Chm. 2002-2005, Nat'l & Homeland Sec. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2005-2006, Nat'l American 
Legion Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 2006-2009 
and Nat'l Resolutions Subcmte. Memb. 

1990- 2005. 

Larry Hoff, Dept. of Georgia. Nat'l & Homeland 
Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2003-2007 and Nat'l 
Homeland Sec. & Civil Preparedness Cmte. 
Memb. 2007-2011. 

Lynn S. Kersely, Dept. of Idaho. Nat'l Chaplain 
1989-1990, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1982-1989, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 



Vice Chmn. 1990-1992 and Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1992-1993. 
John Richter, Dept. of Texas. Dept. Cmdr. 
1986-1987, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 

1996- 2000, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1971-1973, Nat'l & Homeland 
Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1975-1985 and 
1991-1992, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1988-1990, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1992-1996, Nat'l American Legion 
Magazine Cmsn. Consultant 1992-1996, 
Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1996-1997, Nat'l American Legion 
Magazine Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 

1997- 1998, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1998-1999, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1999-2000, and 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 2001-2005. 

Ray G. Smith, Dept. of North Carolina. 
Nat'l Cmdr. 2000-2001, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 
1978-1979, Dept. Cmdr. 1979-1980, Nat'l 
Contests Supervisory Cmte. Consultant 
1974-1977, Nat'l Contests Supervisory Cmte. 
Memb. 1977-1984, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Vice Chmn. 1984-1985, Nat'l Americanism 
Cmsn. Memb. 1985-1988 and 1989-1993, 
Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Chmn. 1993-1995, 
Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Chmn. 1995-1998, Nat'l 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Chmn. 
2000-2001, Nat'l Advisory Cmte. to the 
Nat'l Cmdr. Chmn. 2001-2002, Nat'l Citizens 
Flag Alliance Vice Chmn. 2001-2002, Nat'l 
Overseas Graves Decoration Trust Vice 
Chmn. 2001-2002, Nat'l Advisory Cmte. 
to the Nat'l Cmdr. Vice Chmn. 2002-2003, 
Nat'l Overseas Graves Decoration Trust 
Memb. 2002-2003, and Nat'l Advisory 
Cmte. to the Nat'l Cmdr. Memb. 2003-2005. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



The American Legion has a place for you and your creative works 
at wwwJegion.org. A new online platform has been created 
just for members and their families to share stories, poems, 
songs, links, and other creative or historical works, 

www.togion.org/yoiirwords 

Submissions are carefully reviewed an d may be subject to editing or rejection in some circumstances. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION 



In Your Own Words 



Brilliant Uncirculated 



ONLY $^TC| per 

TT^tcoin Circulated 

20 Different ONLY $ f ^ J ?lK 

M COIN 



Dates Available 

(G a l I STo'l 



' — ^-v-xi nt to: {=- 



or send pay me 



9 Susan Drive • Wading River, NY 11792 

Dates of our Choice/Add $7 P&H/NYS Residents Add Sales Tax 
Availability and Prices are Subject to Change 



FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS • POLES • 



FLAG & BANNER SUPPLY 

Full discounts to organizations 
•Top Quality Full Line of Flags & Banners 

Call for quotes on 1-800-526-FLAG (3524) 

flagpole discounts LOCAL 740-335-7730 Also eves [ 



www.FlagAndBannerSupply.com 
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STRONGER 
THAN 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 

Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



order online www.Dillmedica.com 



DIGITAL HEARING 


SALE 


5 year a QQQ 95 An Y size 

warranty aOOS or style 

®)$249^to$499Ple high e r 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 
FREE Consultation with Technician 
FREE TRIAL « FREE S&H 


NEW! 
OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77^ 

Sutcef9Xf 


Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361 
NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
UJ 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 




Alaska NCL Cruise 

Plus. . . Amtrak Coast Starlight Train Tour 



lncludes...San Francisco 
Napa Wine Country - Seattle 

1 3 Days from $1898* 
Departs May - September 2012 

Start in Seattle with a city tour. Board the ML Jewel 
for a 7-night Alaska cruise to Ketchikan, Juneau, Sawyer 
Glacier, Skagway, Victoria, BC on Vancouver Island. 
Board the Coast Starlight train to San Francisco. Travel 
by day through Washington and Oregon's scenic vistas. 
Enjoy your Amtrak sleeper-roomette at night (includes 
VIP lounge). Tour Napa and San Francisco (stay near 
Fisherman's Wharf). *Price per person, based on double 
occupancy. Airfare is extra. 



VA^^ Call for details & itinerary 

vacations 7 ^ a V s a wee ' c: 

It's time to travel " 1-800-736-7300 




200 styles 
FREE catalog 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept. 5A Hingham, MA 02043 
1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800 864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 [ 
| WEB SITE: www,MUItaryV6tsPX.< 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



Cialis LEVITRAi 



HABLAMOS ESPANOL 



vnyyjncy 

www.viamedic.com « 
800.547.9942F 

ORDER ONLINE. BY PHONE OR MOBILE DE VICE! U 




3iQ 

Exclusive 
Savings for 
Legion Families! 




Call for FREE estimate & qualify for Legion discounts! 



800.524.5533 



info@movingnavl.com 
info@movingallied.com 



norttiAmerican 



http://legion.myhomebenefits.com to learn more! 



2012 
Silver Eagles 

In today's economy, silver is a sound choice. 

For Current Prices: 
Order Online 2012eagle.com 

or Call 1-800-835-0008 

Eastern Numismatics Inc. 

642 Franklin Ave. Garden City, NY 11530 




FREE coin set with your first roll of Silver Eagles. 



Earn $25-$ 100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 180 to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only §&&tfr $29.95, receive 
everything you need to 
make your first ten 
2y 4 " buttons. Request your 
FREE catalog or order today! 

www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL112, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




Call 800 • 2 
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PARTING SHOTS 



The nice thing about egotists is that they don't talk about 
other people behind their backs. 

HOMEOWNER: "I've hired a carpenter 
who hammers like lightning." 

Friend: "He's that fast?" 

Homeowner: "No, he never hits the same 
spot twice." 

A MAN noticed that the type on his 
printer was getting faint. He called a 
local repair shop, and was told by a 
friendly employee that it probably just 
needed to be cleaned. Because the store 
charged $50 for such cleanings, the 
employee told the man that he might be 
better off reading the manual and trying to re- 
pair it himself. 

Surprised by the employee's candor, the man 
asked, "Does your boss know you're so honest?" 

"Actually," the employee replied sheepishly, "it's 
his idea. We usually make more money on repairs 
if we let people try to fix it themselves first." 

A PICTURE is worth a thousand words, but it uses 
up a thousand times the memory. 

A TAXI DRIVER AND A MINISTER arrived in 
heaven at the same time. The taxi driver was led to 
a palatial suite, and the minister was given a small 
room. "I don't get it," the minister said. "All he did 
was drive a cab. I was in the ministry for decades." 

"Up here, we go by results," St. Peter said. 
"While you preached, people slept. While he 
drove, people prayed." 





TRAv 



"You can nameyour own salary. I call mine Tiny Tim." 




"Mysteries? Take the elevator to the third floor 
and follow these clues." 



"It's a text message in a bottle." 

A WOMAN answered her front door to find a 
plumber standing on the porch. "I'm here to fix a 
leaky pipe," he announced. 

"I didn't call a plumber," the woman said. 

"Are you sure no one from this house called?" 

"I should think so. We've lived here for a year." 

"How do you like that?" the plumber grumbled 
to himself. "They call you up and tell you it's an 
emergency, and then they move away!" 

IT'S FUNNY HOW all the people who hate the rich 
buy lottery tickets. 

SCIENTISTS HAVE FOUND a way to genetically 
cross a praying mantis with a termite. In other 
words, they've created an insect that says grace 
before it eats your house. 

"THE STOCK MARKET skyrocketed today. See 
what happens when the banks and the federal 
government shut down for a day?" - Joy Leno 
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Asbestos 
JPancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



Cargo Comforters 



per pair 
when you 
buy 2 AMD 



MagieCling 
Back Pockets 




MagieCling 
'At Cargo Pockets^^ 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, 
Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

Send items. I enclose $ 

purchase price plus toward 

^6? a L a ,FREE Postage! 




13 



99 
ea. 



Quick-Zip 
Fleece Shirts 

Polyester/cotton fleece. 
Pockets: 2 side, 2 chest. 
Banded Bottom & cuffs. 
Colors contrast to pants. 
Sizes: S(34-36), M(38-40) 
L(42-44), XL(46-48), 2XL(50-52) 
3XL(54-56), 4XL(58-60) 



© 7TC-15A53 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


On-Line Quick Order: 


© 7TC-01P79 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


[13 WINE 


EH TEAL 






6JIGREY HEATHER 








EE BLUE 






EE ROYAL 








HI GRANITE 






E*H CHARCOAL 








700% Satisfaction 
I Guaranteed or Full Refund of 

merchandise ourchase orice. 


[*H BLACK 








E*H NAVY 









VISA 



^ SSerkanI RCheckl 
■express 



Card # . 



. Exp.: . 



Phone/Email 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

jL Address 

[ Apt. # City . 

State 



Zip. 



)S6ofr Ottktte: Haband.com] 



Legionnaires on USAA continued from inside front cover 




'There's a lot of difference in insurance companies. 
USAA is a premier company in service and products. 

USAA and the Legion exist for vets and 

their families. We have the same goal: taking 
care of veterans/' - Stanley Gruneich 



I've been a member for over 40 years 

and it's been wonderful. I don't know another insurance 
company that can provide this kind of service. If they 
promise something, you know it's going to happen." 

- Marilyn Britton 




A Year in the Books continued from inside front cover 

Question: I thought there were no tax deductions for Roth IRA contributions until I saw the IRS Form 8880. 
Can you take a deduction for a Roth IRA contribution? 

Answer: While there is never a tax deduction for making a contribution to a Roth, there is currently a program 
called the Retirement Savings Contribution Credit, or "Saver's Credit/' that provides a tax credit for qualified 
retirement savings. The IRS Form 8880 you were looking at allows you to calculate the applicable credit. 
Remember, a credit could be more valuable than a tax deduction because it provides a dollar-for-dollar reduction 
of your taxes and not a reduction of your income. If you qualify, it could be a nice incentive to make your 2011 IRA 
or Roth IRA contribution before the April 17 deadline. Check out IRS Publication 590 for all the details. 

This inaugural year as your financial coaches has been exciting for us. Remember, we're standing by to help 
you with your finances. Check in with us at legion.org/usaa the next time you need financial guidance. 



The staff at USAA extends an enthusiastic "thank you" to 
USAA® The American Legion for a great first year in partnership. 

Investments/Insurance: Not FDIC Insured • Not Bank Issued, Guaranteed or Underwritten • May Lose Value 

USAA or its affiliates do not provide tax advice. Taxpayers should seek advice based upon their own particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor. The information contained 
is provided for informational purposes only and is not intended to substitute for obtaining professional financial advice. 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc., owns the certification marks CFP™ and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. which it awards to individuals who successfully 
complete CFP Board's initial and ongoing certification requirements. USAA Financial Planning Services is a service mark of USAA that refers to the financial planning services and financial 
advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Company in California, Lie. #OE36312), a registered investment advisor 
and insurance agency and its wholly owned subsidiary. USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a registered broker dealer. 

Use of the term "member" does not convey any legal, ownership or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to eligible policyholders 
of United Services Automobile Association. The term "honorably served" applies to officers and enlisted personnel who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve or National Guard 
and have a discharge type of "Honorable." Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military status. Contact us to update your records. Adult children of USAA 
members are eligible to purchase auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property insurance. 

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. Banks Member FDIC. Investments provided by USAA Investment 
Management Company and USAA Financial Advisors Inc., both registered broker dealers. © 2012 USAA. 134279-1211 



USAA is proud to be the 



& w Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
U AA to Tne American Legion 









Begin your legacy. USAA Auto Insurance is 
earned once but may be handed down from 
generation to generation. 

At USAA, our commitment to serve the financial needs of our military 
members, veterans of all ranks who have honorably served and their 
eligible family members is without equal. It's why we save members 
$450 a year on average* when they switch to USAA Auto Insurance. 



Begin your legacy. Get a quote. 



1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legion 



Insurance Banking Investments Retirement Advice We know what it means to serve? 



USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies. 

* Average Annual Savings based on countrywide survey of new customers from 10/1/09 to 9/30/10, who reported their prior insurers' premiums when they switched to USAA. 
Savings do not apply in MA. Use of the term "member" does not convey any legal, ownership or eligibility rights for property and casualty insurance products. Ownership rights are limited to 
eligible policyholders of United Services Automobile Association. The term "honorably served" applies to officers and enlisted personnel who served on active duty, in the Selected Reserve or 
National Guard and have a discharge type of "Honorable." Eligibility may change based on factors such as marital status, rank or military status. Contact us to update your records. Adult children 
of USAA members are eligible to purchase auto or property insurance if their eligible parent purchases USAA auto or property insurance. Property and casualty insurance products are available to 
current and former military members and their former dependents who meet certain membership eligibility criteria. To find out if you are eligible, contact USAA. Underwriting restrictions apply. 
Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own 
products. The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2012 USAA. 135321-1211 




USAA® 



